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The way to excite men to cry ear- 
nestly to God for his saving 
mercy. 


SENSE of danger or dis- 

tress will make men en- 
gaged to obtain relief, and excite 
them to make earnest applica- 
tionto him, from whom alone 
they see any reason to hope it 
may be obtained. 

This is illustrated by a case 
recorded in Matthew vill. 23, 
24,25. As Christ and his dis- 
ciples were crossing a small sea, 
whilst he was asleep, there arose 
agreat Lempest, Insomuch that 
the ship was covered with the 
waves. In thts alarming situa- 
ton, his disciples came to him, 
and awoke him, saying, * Lord, 
save us: we perish "As if they 
had said, Lord, the ship is now 
even covered with the waves, and 
We are on the point of sinking 
Mawatry grave. All our skill 
and efforts to keep it above wa- 
ter, and bring it to land, are ut- 
terly insufficient. Unless thou 


iMerpose for our preservation, 
\ OL, I, No, 8. 





there is no hope that we shall 
escape with our lives. We; 
therefore, entreat thee instantly 
to arise for our deliverance. 

In this instance it is plain, 
that the disciples considered it 
asa great evil to be suddenly 
drowned in the seam—that they 
saw themselves in great danger 
—that they viewed themselves 
as utterly insufficient to avert 
the evil, or to deliver themselves 
from it—-that they felt, wholly 
dependent on the power and 
mercy of the Lord for preser 
vation, and saw no reason to exe 
pect deliverance, without his 
speedy and effectual interposie 
tion ; and that they were thence 
excited to repair andcry to him 
for help, expressing their dese 
pair of iife without his special 
aid. 

But in case no tempest had 
arisen, and no uncommon dan- 
ger had been apparent, there is 
no reason to suppose they would 
have thought it necessary to 
awake their Lord from his re- 


| pose, or to make any special ap- 
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plication te him for help. Yea, 
if after the tempest arose, they 
had thought their own power 
and skill sufficient to prevent 


the ship from sinking, and to] 
bring it safe to land—if they 


had felt as though they had a 
sufficiency m themselves, or 
within their reach, to avert the 
evil, and effect their preserva- 
tion; there is no reason to 
think they would have thus run 
to Christ, and called upon him 
to save them. 

In this instance, then, it may 
by clearly seen, that a thorough 
conviction of present danger of 
vreat and terrible evil, together 
with a sense of insufficiency to 
ward it off, or to escape it, will 
naturally arouse men to earnest 
engnirics for a way or means of 
escape, and to earnest cries te 
him, from whom alone they see 
wny reason to hope for deliver- 
ance. 

‘The same general truth is il- 
jlustrated and confirmed by nu- 
merous other cases or facts re- 
corded in the scriptures. 

{n the third chapter of Jonah 
we are Informed, that the peo- 
ple of Nineveh, believing that 
the threatened overthrow of 
their city, which the prophet de- 
nounced, was from God, pro- 
claimed a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth—that by the decree of the 
king and his nobles, they were 
ordered to keep the fast with 
great strictness, and it was said 
to them, “Let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God; yea, let 
them turn every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands: who can 

tell if God will turn and repent 
and turn away from his fierce 
anger, that we perish not ?” 
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Hence it is evident, that the 
people of Nineveh were tho. 
rourhly convinced, that their 
danger of speedy destruction 
Was great—that neither they nop 
any human being, could prevent 
it, unless God was pleased tg 
avert or withhold it—and that 
this conviction and sense of 
their, danger, of their own insuf- 
ficiency to avert the impending 
evil, and of their absolute de. 
pendence on God for preserva. 


on, awakened in them the deep- 


est concern, and aroused them 
to the greatest attention, and 
exertion in the use of means, 
and to cry mightily to God for 
his interposition and favour. 
Whereas, 1f Jonah had preach- 
ed and warned ever so much, 
without this conviction andsense 
of danger wrought in them, 
there isno reason to think they 
would have fasted and put on 
sackcloth, or turned from their 
evil way, or cried mightily to 
God for his mercy. Again, 
From the parable of the Pha- 
risee and Publican, in Luke 
XVill. it appears, that whilst 
the Pharisee, who trusted in 
himself that he was righteous, 
thanked God that he was not 
as other men, but did not ask 
him for any favour, the Pub- 
lican, who had a feeling sense 


of his guilt and danger, “ smote 


upon his breast, saying, God be 
.* . bb 
merciful to me a sinner. . 
From these and other i- 


stances, which it is needless to 


particularize, as well as from 
our general experience, it Te 
sults, that the make and con- 
stitution of the human soul 1S 
such, that mankind are excited, 
roused and impelled to atten- 
tion, to seek and labour for de- 
liverance or preservation from 
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impending evil, in some pro- 

ortion to their apprehension 
and sense of the magnitude of 
the evil, and of the greatness 
of their danger of suffering it ; 
and also, that their apprehension 
and sense of the greatness of 
their danger will increase, as 
‘heir. conviction and sense of 
their insufficiency to avert or 
escape the impending evil, and 
of their absolute dependence 
on God for deliverance, in- 
crease ; and that their applica- 
tion and cries te God for delive- 
rance, will be earnest and im- 
portunate, in some proportion 
to their conviction and sense, 
that it depends on his will alone, 
whether they shall be delivered 
or not, so long as they appre- | 
hend any room to hope that he 
may possibly vouchsafe to de- 
liver them. 

If the evil, of which any ap- 
prehend themselves to be in 
danger, appears small to them, 
a mere trifling calamity, they 
willnot be likely to be much 
engaged, or to give themselves 
much trouble to escape it. If 
the evil appears great; yet if 
their danger of suffering it ap- 
pears to them to be very small, 
still they are not apt to be much 
concerned about it, or greatly, 
engaged about obtaining an es- 
cape or preservation from it. 
And so long as they verily think 
itis in their own power to avert 
or escape the evil, however great 
it be, or that there is a certain 
connection between what they 
are in all respects able todo and 
escaping the evil, it will seem to 
them asthough their danger was 
small—as though they might 
confidently expect to escape it. 

But let them be thoroughly 
convinced, that the evil is in-! 
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conceivably ¢reat and dreadful, 
and thatthey have no sufficiency 
to avert or escape it—that their 
escape or deliverance has no 
certain connection with any 
thing which they can say or do, 
but depends on the sovereion 
pleasure of God—that unless he 
is pleased to interpose his pow- 
er and mercy, they must un- 
avoidably suffer it ; and, like the 
disciples in the ship covered 
with the waves, they will be all 
attention and concern, and ex- 
cited tocry, “Lord, save us: 
we perish”—God be merciful to 
Us sinners. 

From what hath teen illus- 
trated we infer, that it is very 
desirable and highly important, 
that sinners should be thorough- 
ly convinced of their danger 
of everlasting destruction—that 
they should be fully. sensibie, 
that the evil to whith they are 
exposed is inconceivably great 
and dreadful, and that their dan- 
ger of suffering it is also great 
and threatening indeed. 

Believers of the bible more 
generally appear to think it de- 
sirable and important, that sin- 
ners should be diligent in the 
use of means, with a view to es- 
cape the wrath to come, and ob- 
tain eternai life ; and many pro- 
fess to believe 1t of importance, 
that they should earnestly seek 
and pray to God for his mercy. 
But, according to what has been 
stated and illustrated, there doth 
not appear to be any ground for 
a rational expectation, that sin- 
ners will be engaged in a dili- 
gent and carnest attention to the 
ordinary means of salvation, and 
feelingly and earnestly cry to 
God for his mercy, solong as 
they have but little or no sense 
of their danger of falling shor 
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miserable, lost, and awfully dan- 
gerous state. 

Though sinners in the use of 
means will never change their 
own hearts, nor bring them- 
selves to a compliance with the 
gospel ; yet the ideas and sense 
of the truth respecting God’s 
character and their own, the law 
and the gospel, the character of 


of final happiness, although, for 
the present, they pursue the 
courses agreeable to them. 
Hence it is generally found, 
that those doctrines which are 
favorable to or consistent with 
such a hope, are more agreeable 
to many, than those of a contra- 
ry complexion. Yea, the doc- 
trines which are calculated to 





[Avc, 180 
of salvation and perishing for | this antecedent preparation, It, ratl 
ever. therefore, appears very desirabje pre 

If they think or feel as though | and highly important, that sin. are 
the danger wassmall—asthough | ners should have that CONViction ed 
it was an easy matter to escape | and sense of danger, which wij) sh 
the wrath to come and attain to} rouse and thoroughly  excit, dis 
future happiness—as though | them to such earnest enquiry | 
there was a connection between | and attention. Hence again, 701 
what they can do, at any time We may infer, that those doc. at! 
when they find it necessary, and | trines and truths declared in the co 
the salvation of their souls, it | word of God, by which the real da 
may be expected, that they will situation of sinners js brourht ul 
goon easy and careless in the up to view, and which are well pc 
ways of their own hearts ; as is | suited to produce a conviction th 
the more general practice of| and sense of their danger, are de 
many inthe present day. There-| proper and important to be hi 
fore, if it be really desirable and | plainly preached, and placed be- di 
important, that sinners should | fore them, in as clear and con- P 
be engaged in a diligent and | vincing a light as possible, how- b 
earnest attention tothe ordinary | ever disagreeable to their hearts V 
means of light and salvation—to| those doctrines may be, and t 
the bible—to preaching—to re- | whatever painful sensations they I 
ligious instruction—to reading | may excite in them. t 
and meditation, and in earnest} There is a strong propensity b 
and importunate cries to God]in the selfish, sinful hearts of I 
for help and salvation ; it ap- | fallen men, to flatter themselves ¢ 
pears to be equally desirable | with the hope of peace and safe- 
and important, that they should | ty—of an exemption from fu- 

: be thoroughly convinced of their | ture misery and the enjoyment : 


Christ and the way of salvation, | bring clearly into their view, 
Which are excited, impressed, | God’s true character and their 
obtained, or conveyed, in the | own, and to show them ther 
way of diligent and earnest at- | danger and abolute dependence 
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tention to means, are, according 
to God’s usual method of opera- 
tion, in a sense preparatory to 
Saving conversion ; and ordina- 
rily, I conceive, that we are not 
to expect true and saving con- 
yersion, without something of 


on the sovereign mercy of God 
through a Mediator, are found 
to be very unpalatable, and often 
objected against and opposed, 
and sometimes irritate and pro- 
voke them. Hence, some have 





thought it not expedient, but 
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rather of hurtful tendency, to 
reach certain doctrines, which 
are acknowledged to be contain- 
edinthe scriptures, lest some 
should be provoked, and others 
disheartened and discouraged. 

But since nothing will so tho- 
youghby arouse and engage the 
attention of sinners, as a deep 
conviction and sense of their 
danger and certain destruction, 
unless God is pleased to inter- 
pose his power and mercy for 
their salvation, it 1s doubtiess 
desirable and expedient, and 
highly important, that those 
doctrines and truths should be 
plainly preached, and placed 
before them in a clear and con- 
vincing light, which are suited 
todestroy their vain and delusive 
hopes—-to awaken them from 
their dangerous security—to 
bring up to their view and to 
make them sensible of their true 
character and situation, of their 
real danger and total insufficien- 
cy to avert or escape impending 
ruin, without the special inter- 
position of divine mercy. 

The doctrines of the Bible, 
properly stated and arranged, 
are admirably adapted to answer 
these purposes. 

The scriptures teach with 
great pluinness and decision, 
that all mankind are in a fallen, 
sinful, guilty state—in fact sin- 
ners, by nature children of 
wrath, dead in sin, and under a 
lighteous sentence of condem- 
Nation to suffer the wrath of God 
forever; and that this awful 
sentence may be put in execu- 
“i at any moment, if God sees 
_ These truths, if placed in the 
view of sinners with convincing 
evidence, and believed by them, 
Must maké them sensible, that 
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their situation indeed awfully 
dangerous and threatening ; un- 
less they see, or think they see, 
reason to hope and expect the 
execution will not take place 
upon them. But some, who 
profess to believe these truths, 
appear to think, that God is’ so 
gracious and merciful, and hath 
made such provision by the me- 
diation of Christ for the salva- 
tion of sinful men, and put them 
into such a capacity to secure 
their own salvation, as to be in 
a great measure insensible, 
that they are indeed in great 
danger of falling short of future 
happiness and perishing for ev- 
er. 

It is true, that the scriptures 
represent God as being infinite- 
ly gracious and merciful ; but 
at the same time, as wise, as ho- 
ly and as just, as he is merciful 
and gracious. They also teach 
great plainness, that Christ hath 
made a sufficient atonement for 
sin, and is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one 
that believeth ; and call upon 
all to repent and believe, tiat 
they may be saved; and prom- 
ise eternal life to every truly pen- 
itent believer in Christ, who 
heartily obeys the truth; and 
plainly hold forth, there is no- 
thing to keep men from obeying 
the gospel but the wickedness 
of their hearts ; so thatif they 
fail of salvation and perish, they 
will perish through their own 
fault. 

Atthe same time, the scrip- 
tures teach with equal plain- 
ness, that the awful sentence of 
condemnation, which is out 
against sinners, will certainly 
be executed upon them in all its 
dreadful weight, if they die in 











their sins; and that they will 
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die in their sins, unless they | God is at liberty to qo as h whic 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, | pleases—to show Mercy or os wor' 
with that faith which worketh by | as he, in his infinite Wisdom r 
love. They likewise teach. | and sovereign pleasure, Sees fit true! 
that faith is the gift of God ; No doctrine is more plainly that 
and that such is the depra-{ taught by Christ and his anos. nlez 
vity of their hearts, that they | tles, than that of the absolyr. ner 
will not believe, unless they are | sovereignty of God, in the gic. ot 
born again, of God—of the | pensation of saving mercy, ans ent 
Spirit. in choosing the subjects op ti0l 
These plain scripture doc-}| whom he will bestow ic. ally 
trines, if fully believed, one That God worketh a] things lo 
would be ready to think, might | according to the counsel of bis eal 
be sufficient to make ‘sinners | will—that all things which bu 
feelingly sensible, that their | take place, come to pass or are a 
Situation 1s indeed awfully dan- | accomplished according to his pt 
gerous,and threatening. Never- | eternal purpose—that Christ’s of 
theless, sinners may admit the | people or sheep, whom he will ol 
truth of these doctrines, and | effectually save, were given to 0 
not seem to call them in ques-j| him by the Father—that all u 
tion, and yet remain, ina great | those, and those only, who are 
measure, easy andcareless, and | given to him by the Father, d 
insensible of their danger, from | will come to him and be saved— : 
a persuasion or conceit, that} that God chose them in him 
God hath promised to grant,| before the foundation of the 
or will undoubtedly grant them, | world, that they should be holy, ) 


all needful assistance—that all 
needful divine help is so connec- 
ted with what they can do, that 
they may presume upon obtain- 
ing it; and thus feel as though 
they were able or had a sufiicien- 
cy tosccure their salvation. In 
this way it is probable, that ma- 
ny quiet their own minds, allay 
their fears, and exunguish or 
prevent the sense of danger, 
which would otherwise awaken 
inthem the most serious con- 
cern and attention. 

But although the scriptures 
assure us, that God will readily 
give the Holy Spirit to them 
who ask him for it, as hunery 
chiidren ask their fathers for 
bread 5 yet they teach with great 
piainness, that it is not in their 
hearts thus to ask, and never 
will be, unless God puts it there ; 


alata s73¢ i 
and that with respect to this, 





and without blame before him : 
in love; and __ predestinated 
them to the adoption of children 


| by Jesus Christ to himself ac- 


cording to the good pleasure of 
his will, to the praise of the glo- 
ry of his grace—that from the 
beginning he chose them to sal- 
vation through sanctification ot 
the spirit, and belief of the 
truth—that their effectual call- 
ing by means of the gospel 1s 
in execution of this eternal pur- 
pose—that he saves them, and 
calls them with an holy calling; 
not according to their works; 
but accerding to his own pur- 
pose and grace, which was gl" 
enthemin Christ Jesus betore 
the world began——these thingss 
these doctrines, are asserted in 
the New ‘Testament, with all 
the plainness and. decision, 
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which can well be expressed by 


words. me 
From these divinely revealed 


wuths it indisputably follows, 
that it depends on the sovereign 
pleasure of God, whether sin- 
ners Will be converted and saved, 
or not—that they can neither 
entitle themselves to an exemp- 
jon from the wrath to come, by 
any thing Which they can say or 
do; nor bring God under obli- 
oqtion to have mercy on them ; 
but that he will extend mercy 
1o them, or not, according to the 
purpose formed in the exercise 
of his sovereign pleasure, with- 
out any other guide than his 
own infinite wisdom and perfec- 
ion. 


Therefore, if sinners were un- | 


derstandingly and thoroughly 
convinced of these truths, they 
must feel themselves in the 
hands of God ; and that from 
his sovereign mercy alone, 
as the original moving cause, 
there is any room to hope for 
salvation, or an exemption from 
everlasting destruction. 

This view of their danger, 
and of their helpless, hopeless 
situation from every source ex- 
cept the sovereten mercy of God 
through the Mediator, would 
exceedingly tend to produce in 
them the greatest attention and 
concern, and to excite them to 
repair and cry earnestly to him 
for mercy ; and, asthe natural 
consequence, as far as 1s con- 
sistent with their present tem- 
per, to attend and listen to 
his instructions, to refrain 
from the ways which they 
know or believe to be forbidden 
by him and displeasing to him, 
and to do as he requires. 

Wherefore, let those, who 
wish to be instrumental of exci- 
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ting sinners toa diligent and en- 
gaged attention to the means of 
salvation, and to cry,earnestly to 
God for mercy, use their best 
endeavors to place before them 
the before-mentioned and simi- 
lar divinely revealed truths, 
clearly stated and properly ar- 
ranged in their true scriptural 
light, in as plein, forcible and 
convincing a manner as may be, 
accompanied with fervent, per- 
severing supplication and pray- 
er to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whose bles- 
sing is indispensibly necessary 
to render them effectual to any 
saving purpose. 


PRESBYTES. 
<1; 2)> a. 


Abstract of £aber cn the Pre- 
pihecies. 


No. VI. 
(Continued from p. 255.) 


} yen author now proceeds to 

comment on the second Chapter 

of the little book, for substance as fol- 

lows. ZAieGreat red Dragon, or the 

devil, is the main spring of the apos- 

tacy; he actuated the two horned 
beast ; and this last instigated the 
ten horned beast to trample on the 

gospel of Christ. “Phe idea adopt- 
ed by Bp. Newton that the pro- 
phet in this chapter resumes the sub- 
ject from the first propagation of 
Christianity, that the dragon is fra- 
gan Rome, that the man child born 
| of the Church is the mystic Christ, 
more especially the emperor Con- 
stantine, that the war between Mi- 
chael and the dragon was the strug- 
gie between Christianity and pagan~ 
ism, cannot be supported. It is 
inconsistent with his own statement, 





that the little book described the 
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ane we calamities of the Western Church; | temple still enjoved the light of befor 
it and with ¢he litle book itself which | word ; for in. the shirizug) He . his 0 
a nee repeatedly declares thet it Coniains | where is the throne ¢ f pe man 
oy) hae atin? setmnyy j ay ate Wire?) . “ie » the 
ae nething but the — y ot the 1260 | mystic child remained secure Th like 
ate iii "ears s anprobasie 9 To > ” ee leah sage ag ¢ 
| ae pene. hy oo Yable th it the Waldenses and Hussites in the Worst theg 
Ft Be «, ‘ > ~ lay PEC . ry ‘ ** ye | v _ en eee ov 
isa pti ei y an reat a i tunes preserved the word of Gog dor 
aa t i Yt oo \jer “7 - Fan Ae . ait c 
Poe et disc eqed ander the “ rst scals, | as their best treasure; and jt wit forth 
4 We which had peen opened i their or | finally break the apostaey itself ‘a with 
rth fie der. Lhe great red ¢ ragon the | a potter’s vessel. The dragonis re. the 
7 Oe devil : and a Pagan Rome. presented with seven heads and ten and 
Seah) a hy Pn ‘ wy z a P ’ rer he S 2 : id 7. - : , - ; vi _ 
een Line analogy of Scripture language | Aorns, to shew, that he persecute in 
ae forbids the application cf the term | the woman by the agency of tip shir 
AB hi man-child, meaniig the son of the | seven-headed and ten-horned begs: bloc 
Pe is church, to Cunstantine. Christ anc | mentioned in the next chapter ; o: of 
| ’ ’ Y . . Py ” 
yb eo not Constantine was destined to | the Papal Roman empire : with ¢ sur 
wilt ye rule all nations witha rod of Iron. | tail, to denote the corrupt supersti- 126 
rani ¥ His prolepsis of the period of 1260 | 207 taught by ¢he two-horned beast, the 
mae years isnot to be found in the lan- | or false profihet, with which he ot 
Dit. ‘bh guage of the prediction 5 and the | draws the third fiart of the stars of ser 
ah} appearance of the dragon, as well| Heaven, and casts them down to aly 
AN by We as of the woman, in Acaven, shews, | 7 he earth ; or, causes the Christian his 
Pm i that the scene 1s in the church genc- bishops to apostatize from the faith, . 
1 ral; and the combatants /urofessed- The woman flees into the wilderness de 
ve) iy there ; which never was the | fF safety, where she is fed with se of 
re Sh te case with Pagan-Rome. The fact heavenly manna of the word, in the dt 
a ty i it ¥ : 7 } J - ae 2 : ae ° 
a is, Heaven is the church gencral; gir oe of the spiritual barrenne “ , 
ait, A the woman is the sfiivitual church ; which is spread far and wie . 
PAE ihe. the same as the éenfide, and the around. — . 
1s Ber two witnesses. The part of Heaven | With respect to the warin Tea- y 
fd Bae aie 2 . r , ft; , - if 
‘aba Sa occupied by the dragon is the nom- | Ven between Michael and the dra 
' | ‘3 i hy! . 2 . ° : Y : > ‘ y t § 
RL nal church, or the outer court of | 56%, it is important to agp” * V 
oe Ea , al re ; . is 7 man 
A ib aa the Gentiles: the man-child is the the dragon “a oe ah rae y . 
me Pitt, fh . . : here ' ut simp 
BP ant. | mystic word of God, formed in the <_ a A 1. § ; chia vod wilt hm ( 
ta ae hy By ’ : . 7 , ‘T92z 2 wy i { . 
+e RS hearts of believers: of this man- ee f what | 
Be at ab hj ; . |toaright understanding of whats 
0 child the church continved travail- ™ ae: r, 
“hea ing during six centuries, ‘w meant by his fail from Heaven 1 
. ae ae: aragon stood b > her ‘vour : . , 
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before. ‘The earth where he took 
his new station was the secular Ro- 
man empire. No longer arrayed 
like an angel of light, he assumed 
the garb of humanity, aberality, can- 
dor and philosophy, and vomited 
forth a flood of atheism and infidelity, 
with which he hoped to swallow up 
the woman. The war of Michael 
and his followers with the dragon, 
in its predominant character was 
shiritual ; they overcame by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony : it is commen- 
surate with the whole period of 
1260 years ; the great victory over 
the dragon was atchieved at the era 
of the reformation ; tHen the accu- 
ser of the brethren was cast down ; 
and thence forward he has taken 
hisnew station on the earth : a woe, 
even the tiird woe was proleptically 
denounced against the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea, for the 
devil had come down to them, hav- 
mg great wrath, because he knew 
that he had but a short time. He 
was cast from Heaven under the 
second woe, but his freculiar time, 
the short time, commenced with the 
sounding of the third woe trumpet, 
which began in the year 1792, and 
wil end in the year 1866, at the 
Close of the period of 1260 years, 
being only 74 years, @ very short 
me, When compared with the fre- 
ceding centuries of his sway in the 
church of Rome. The revival of 
lettersin Europe discovered the ab- 
‘urdities maintained by the church 
ofRome, The mummieries of fofiery 
Were charged upon the gosfiel, and 
hence arose scepticism, infidelity 
and atheism. ‘These at first were 
confined tothe higher and the lite- 
Mary orders, but of late years Satan 
has taken a wider range; and 
““eptical publications, adapted to 
the comprehension of the lower or- 
ers, have been zealously distributed, 


Vou.T. gh € people have 
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drank deep of their pcison, through- 
out a great part of Europe, and in- 
deed of the whole Roman earth 
where the dragon, had taken his 
station. Here he has vomited @ 


flood, of mock philosophers, Ger- 


men and French, illuminated and ma- 
sonic, of philanthropic cut-throats, 
civic thieves, humane anarchists, 
and candid atheists, with all the 
sweepings of all the streets of the 
great city Babylon, But the earth 
helhed the woman. Congregated 
Europe met the infidels in arms, 
and notwithstanding the successes 
of the latter, at the peace which 
took place in the yeur 1€01, the 
earth had swallowed up the flood. 
Atheism was dethroned, and papal 
Christianity, at least nominally, re- 
stored. Britain, because she stayed 
herself upon her God, has wonder- 
fully withstood this raging flood ; 
here Christianity maintains _ its 
throne ; and here, asalso in some 
other Protestant countries, the wo- 
man is nourished in her place pre- 
pared of God, in the midst of a 
wilderness of Popery, Mohammed- 
ism and infidelity. ‘The war of the 
dragon against the remnant of the 
woman’s seed, being at the close of 
the 1260 years, seems to be yet 
future, and will take place at the 
time of the end. It will most like- 
lv be a sort of crusade or Aoly war, 
England, as at present, will doubt- 
less be a principal object ; and it 
will end probably in Palestine, in 
the fatal battle of Armageddon, 
in the utter destruction of the com- 
bined enemies of God. 

The author now proceeds to un- 
fold the contents of the ¢hird chap- 
ter of the little book, in developing 
the character of the seven-headed 
and ten-horned beast of the sea, and 
of the two-horned beast of the 
earth, of which the following is the 
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tioned, using the words of Bishop 
Newton, is designed to represent the 
Roman empire, for tnus far ancients 
and moderns,papists and protestants, 
ave agreed. ‘The Bishop further 
pronounces truly this beast to bea 
secular beast : stil, however, incon- 
sistently with. this, he maintains that 
this beast is the same with the little 
horn of Danicl’s fourth beast, which 
he proves to be the fiafacy,a power 
merely sfiri/ual, and as St. Joh 

identifies (+e beast with his last head, 
so according to the Bishop the papa- 
cy, @ spiritual frowcer is the same 
as a secular empire ; this difficulty 
cannot be obviated, otherwise than 
by saying, the pofe is the head of 
the state, as well as of the church, 


cing of kings, as wellas bishop of 


d:shofis. Butthouch the popes have 
claimed, they never have really pos- 
sessed, temporal supremacy. Had 
hey succeeded in establishing such 
a claim, they might have been the 
last head ot the secular beast ; but 
history decidedly proves the contra- 
ry. Apart from this, no doubt is 
entertained that Daniel’s fourth 
beast is the Roman empire ; by the 
Bishop's proposition, St. Jolin’s frst 
beast 1s the Roman empire ; there- 
tore, they symbolize the same pow- 
er; now if the ttle horn of Dan- 
iel’s iourth beast, be the fiafacy as 
is clear, and the head of St. John’s 
fivst beast, whichis the same as 
the beast itself, it must be the 
saine aS Daniel’s last beast, that is, 
the beast and his little horn are the 
Same, which is absurd. St.. John’s 
Jirst beast 3 thenis the secular Ro- 
man empire. But here will arise 
the question, how could St. Ichn 
prropihetically see this beast arise 
from. the sea, when it had existed 
ages before he was born? To which 
theansweris, the beast which existed 
at the time of this vision, was to 
Cease to exist as a beast, and was 
afterwards to revive and St. John 


[Avc, 


saw him as revived, and he was t, 
fractise and frrosper from his wnieg 
val 1260 years, and then to 80 into 
perdition ; accordingly, he is men. 
tioned as the beast that was, and ig 
not, and yet zs, and his reigniscom. 
mensurate with that of the little horn 
of Daniel’s fourth beast, to Wit, for 
a time, times, and half atime. Jp 
orcer to see how this beast can be 
said to be, net to be and again to 
be, it will be proper to observe, that 
a beast, in prophetic style, is a ty- 
rannical, idolatrous empire. Such 
an empire is a beast so long asit 
is tyrannical and idolatrous ; when 
It puts away its fyranny and idola- 
‘ry itis no longer a deast, though it 
may still continue an empire ; and 
when it resumes its tyranny and 
idolatry, it again becomes a beast. 
The Roman empire has been all 
this. It was originally a@ beast, it 
was professedly 7¢dolatrous, and tt 
persecuted the first men of under- 
standing mentioned by Daniel ; it 
ceased to be a beast under Censtan- 
tine the Great, when it became 
Christian ; and it again became 
beast, when it adopted the worship 
of saints and martyrs, and perse- 
uted the second set of men of un- 
derstanding ; this he did in the year 
606, when he made the pope wir 
versal bishop, so delivering the saints 
into his hand. Then it was, that 
the beast arose out of the sea, 0 
the tumult of Gothic invasion, and 
he took his station firmly on the 
shore, in the year 607 ; = 
idolatry was openly set up in te old 
heathen Pantheon, then the ei 
eave him is power, and is sea! 
and great authority. 1 
The seven heads of the beast 2 
hich the 
lude to the seven hills on W saidae 
city of Rome was founded, the) = 
also seven different forms of § 4 
ernment, which had arisen, wih 
arise, inthe Roman emfitre. : 
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agreed, they were kings, con- 
guls, dictazors, decemvirs, mittary 
rrijunes With Consmar authority, 
and empiersrs. i he first five had 
fillen in St. John's cays ; the impe- 
rai head was then existing, and 
wasidolatrous ; it ceased to be so, 
inthe days of Constantine, and in 


ie year 606 became so again, when 


seems 


it constituted the bishop cf Rome ty- 
rant over the church, Thus the 
heust was, and is mof, and yet zs, 
nderthe same sixth head. ‘This 
seventh head, in point ot chronolegy, 
had not arisen, when the beast revi- 
ved, still he was represented as com- 
pete in all his members. Zhe 
seventh head is represented as a 
double head, or the seventh meiting, 
as it were, into the eighth ; and also, 
as the beast which was and is not ; 
so powertul as to be identified with 
the whole beast himself. What 
power is intended, history must de- 
termine. In the year 313, when 
Constantine published his famous 
edict for the advancement of Chris- 
tianity the beast was wounded to 
death in his sixth head, and ceased 
tobea beast : andin the year €06, 
when the emperor Phocas made the 
pope @ sfurttuad tyrant, to wear out 


the saints, the beast revived ; this 


period of 293 years the beast was 
dead, or was not. This interpreta- 
tion of the death and revival of the 
beast accords with the general tenor 
oi symbolical language. At the end 


of the 1260 years this beast is to be 


slain, never torevive ; but we have 
no Warrant for supposing that all go- 
Vvernment, within the precincts of 


the Roman empire, is to be at an. 


ead ; thrones will remain, but they 
willbe occupied by the saints, and 
after the Roman beast has gone in- 
to perdition, the lives of the other 


ree beasts, seen by Daniel, will be 


Prolonged for a season and time, 
though their dominion be taken 
‘Way. In other words, nations 
which adhere to the vanities of the 
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Gentiles will continue through the 
Millennium, and will constitute the 
Gog and Mageg which, without 
success, shall attack the Christian 
Church, towards the end of that 
period, when they will be consigned 
to the same perdiiion with iAe Remax 


j : 7 %” ; , ' or >< > 
beast. Bp. Newton adepts the same 


a ar RS ee 
| Seneral idea of ‘he existence, death 


and revived of the Roman dcast, but 
after all, wholly departs from 13 
for he maintains, that the dearh cf 
the beast under Ais stath head 
tern emfitre, and his revival, the 
rise Cf the Carlovingian empire: 
but this cannot be true, for the sixth 
head of the Roman empire was 
alive in the East until the cays of 
the ‘Turkish horsemen under ide se- 
cond woe. 

With respect to the rise of s/e 
last head of the beast, it must be 
evidently subsequent to is revival 
in the year 606, because the beast 
revived under his sixth head; the 
sixth head was then seated in the 


fast; conseguently his seventh- 


head must rise in the West. But to 
go still further back, Mr. Mede sup- 
poses the seventh head to be the 
line of the Western emperors and 
the eighth head tu be the papacy. 
But this pian gives the beast affa- 
rently eight heads and really only 
seven ; because the line of ‘Western 
emperors was in fact a branch cf 
the stxta or infpierial head. On this 
plan, in order to reduce eight heads to 
seven, he must suppose the sixth and 
seventh to constitute one znperial 
head, while the eighth remains dis- 
tinct: but the prophet-says, that the 
eighth head should be one of the pre- 
ceding seven. Bp. Newton thinks, 
the Exarchate of Ravenna is the 
seventh head, and the Papacy the 
eighth, but neither can this be true ; 
because the Bishop makes the Ex- 
archate one of the ten horns of the 
beast ; but it cannot be both a orn 
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and a head; at least on his own 
plan, because, while the emperor of 
Constantinople was the stzxth head, 
his viceroy, the Exarch of Ravenna, 
could not be the seventh ; and be- 
cause, the prophet makes the sev- 
enth andeighth heads to be one sefi- 
timo-octave head, but the Bishop 
makes them in fact two. 


The truth is, the sefitimo-actave 
head raust be one power, existing 77 
a two fold capacity ; and it must 
cease tobe in one capacity, when 
it begins to be in the other. Zhe 
seventh head must continue a shori 
sfiace, and is not to co-exist with the 
eighth, but to give place to him. The 
pope is thought by many to be thc 
sefitimo-octave head of the beast, 
By some, that he is one head in his 
temporal, and another in his s/zri¢- 
ual, capacity: by others, that he is 
one head as the sovereign of his own 
dominions, and another, as king of 
the whole world. Butin addition to 
what has been said of the incongru- 
ity of a sfiritual head to a secular 
beast, it is sufficient to observe, that 
these plans make the twofold domin- 
jon of the popes to co-exist through 
the whole period of their reign, and 
the prophet makes the eighth head 
to succeed the short dominion of 
the seventh, andin reality to be one 
with it, soas to constitute one se/fili- 
gno-octave head. ‘The power, which 
alone will fully satisfy this descrip- 
tion, is the Carlovingian emifiire. 
The subversion of the kingdom of 
Lombardy, in the year 774, made 
Charlemagne king of France, mas- 

ter of Italy, under the title of Patri- 
cian of Rome. Herethen, after the 
death and revival of the beast un- 
der his sixth head, we behold the 
rise of the Carlovingian patriciate, 
the seventh independent temporal 
head of the beast: this head however, 
was to Continue but a _ short space ; 


on the Propthecies, (Ave. 
after, in the year 800, Charlem 
assumed the imperial dignity 
dignity has ever since been b 
a prince within the limits of rhe oly 
Roman empire ; and has ever since 
given him precedence over the len 
Aorns by constituting him ina map- 
ner their head. Here then we be. 
hold the rise of she seplimo-cctave 
head of the bcust. As king of 
France, Chariemagne was but g 
horn of the beast: as emperor of 
the Romans, he was its last head: 
nor is it absurd, that he should be 
both a head and a horn cf the beast 
in different capacities. This power 
in the days of Charlemagne was 
commensurate, either by actual sov- 
reignty, or acknowledged supren- 
acy, with the whole beast ; and he 
really possessed, what the popes only 
ineffectually claimed ; and this pow- 
er though now diminished, is stil] 
the head of the beast, as truly as the 
imperial power, under the sixth 
head, wasin the days of Jugustulus, 
‘The beast was to practise and pres- 
per forty and iwo months, the same 
period as the dragon had to perse- 
cute the woman ; the persecution 
isthe same: the dragon is ¢he au- 
thor, the beast the instrument. The 
Roman world worshipped the dra- 
gon and the beast by obcying them 
rather than God, ‘Ihe beast blas- 
phemed God and his people, by sup- 
porting idolatry and persecution ; 
and would prevail against the Saints 
during the whole period. he 2 
man beast still retains all the charac- 
teristics of a beast, and in this state 
he will finally go into perdition,oa a 
count of the great words of the lite 
horn. The prophet concludes the 
account of this great enemy of Got 
and his church, with words of com- 
fort: “He that leadeth into cl 
tivity shall go into captivity, pa 
killeth with the sword, shall - “ 
led with the sword,” which ™ 
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¢me, God will verify, in the salva- 
“on of his pecple, and in the de- 
suction of his enemies. 


[To be continued. ] 
es 2 
Advice to Youth. 
(Continued from p. 155.) 


OD so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten 
Sin that whosoever believeth in 
him should not fierish but have 
everlasting life. From this pas- 
sage of inspiration it 1s very 
evident that all behtevers in 
Christ shall have everlasting life: 
and itis as evident that all un- 
believers shall ferish. It is also 
written, He that believeth shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. Itis therefore, 
precious youths, of infinite con- 
sequence that you believe in 
Christ. If you do not, you will 
lose eternal life, and must suffer 
unutterable wo, for ever. Think, 
of the boundless love of God 
in giving his only begotten Son 
todie for the world ; to die for 
your precious souls and let the 
thought thereof, put you upon 
seeking that which will secure 
to you the favor and enjoyment 
of his Son Jesus Christ. Per- 
mit me 
4. To advise you to read the 
Lible much. ‘This book was 
given by inspiration, and con- 
‘ans what is of the highest im- 
portance for mento know. It 
makes known the true character 
ot God, and his dispensations 
> mercy to the world. From 
we learn what we are, and 
What we must be, to be saved. 
Init you will find the best ad- 
‘ice that can be given you. 








And it is the advice of your 
Creator and Benefactor. Into 
this volume, you are to look 
that you may find the path to 
heaven : foritis a map pointing 
out to wandering sinners the 
direct way to the celestial 
Canaan, to the Zion above. It 
is frofiiable for doctrine, for re- 
firoof, for correction, for instruc- 
tionin righteousness, that the man 
of God may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furnished unto all good works. 
It has been the means of open- 


ing the eyes of blind sinners and 


of enlightening their minds: 
and accompanied with the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, it has 
been quick and frowerful and 
sharfier than any two edged sword, 
and made millions ¢o rejoice in 
hofie of the glory of God. You 
are to read it, that you may be 
better neighbors, citizens and 
companions than those ever can 
be, who are ignorant of its con- 
tents. 

When you open this volume, 
remember by all means that it 
is the word of that Being who 
created and will soon judge you 
—whose voice causes the pillars 
of the earth to tremble—whose 
Son died that sinners might live 
and to whom you are amenable 
for all your conduct. You must 
take care that you do not read it 
with the same indifference with 
which too many youths, look 
over a novel or an idle story ; 
that you do not think and speak 
of its contents, with indecent 
levity and familiarity, nor suffer 
your attention to be diverted by 
every trifle which intrudes itself ; 
because this would be to offer 
insult to him whose mind it de- 
claresand of whose awful majesty 
and glory it bears manifest sig- 
natures. But when you take it 
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in your hands, to read or peruse, 
do it with a composed, solemn 
frame of mind. Let the lan- 
guage of your thoughts be, Oh 
how holy and venerable is this 
volume which I take in my 
hand! It was dictated by un- 
erring wisdom—sanctioned by 
the highest authority in the uni- 
verse—and contains the message 
of life or death ! It is that law 
by which I must be judged! 
Never sport with God’s holy 
word. Those that jestand sport 
with it, expose themselves toa 
punishment which will make 
them serious and sad for ever. 
If you neglect your bibles, to 
read other books, you throw 
away a diamond to pick up a 
pebble: and at the final day, 
your neglected bibles, will ap- 
pear at the bar of God witnesses 


against you lf impenitent and- 


pronounce you accursed. Be 
careful then to read and love 
them not alittle. No Christian 
on his dying bed, was ever heard 
or known to lament and con- 
demn himself that he had read 
his Bible too much 5 but millions 
of dying youths and grey head- 
ed sinners, have lamented and 
condemned themsclves that they 
had read it so little, or none at 
ail. Do you intend to be wise 

nd happy? Read then daily 
the word of God, with serious- 
ness and prayer. The pious of 
all ages and conditions read it 
thus ; and it cannot be impro- 
per for you to do ikewise. Read 
at that you may know whether 
God is your friend. 
it is of no avail who is your en- 
emy: butif he is your enemy, 
itis of no avail who are your 


friends, for none can deliver you 
Zrom his wrath. 


Advice to Youth. 


If he be,’ 





[ Ave, 


€ oth. 
evil, 


_ 5. Set no motive befor 
ers to induce them to do 
“ One sinner destroyeth much 
good.” Yes, with his Subtlety 
address and fluency of speech 
he leads youths into the Path of 
error and destruction, and occa. 
sions a flood of tears and much 
unhappiness in families and 
neighborhoods. Has he not ay 
unfeeling and depraved heart who 
cal set a motive before another 
to seduce him to do eyij?— 
W ould you wish for such a com- 
panion ? Would you trust your 
character, your virtue, your 
souls, in the hands of such an 
one ? If not, then be not such 
yourselves. Shall they who are 
young, labor to seduce one ano- 
ther, and thus offend their Ma- 
ker and expose themselves to 
eternal misery { Is it not be- 
neath their parentage, their dig- 
nity, and the worth of their souls, 
and contrary to the divine law to 
doit? There is no good motive 
fordoing it. Ifyou tempt them 
to do evil, their blood will lie at 
your doors and you will receive 
the greater torment. Seducers 
must have the most intolerable 
place where the fire is mever ¢9 
be quenched. How careful then 
should you be, lest you do some- 
thing that shall tempt your com: 
panions to sin ! Forget not, that 
youths are easily corrupted, by 
evil examples, or by arguments 
and that by them the seducer's 
and the seduced may lose thei 
souls. Also, remember that 1 
will give you no pleasure here 
after to have been seducers- 
Was it any pleasure to Dives 
that he had encouraged his 
brethren to do evil? Will o 
alleviate your woe to remembet 
when in torment that you ont 
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deceived this companion, or se- 
duced that acquaintance : 

5. Avoid evil companions, and 
frequent the company of pious 
youths and godly people. 
" Anancient heathen said “ ev2/ 
communications corrupt good 
vanners ;? and because of the 
truth and importance of the say- 
ing, the apostle was inspired to 
insert it as a part of God’s word. 
« He that walketh with wise men 
dallbe wise, but a companion of 
fyols shall be destroyed.” ‘Those 
who choose and frequent the 
company of the immoral mani- 
fest their folly ; and are most 
certain to pierce themselves 
through with many sorrows and 
atlast, to be the companions of 
fends. Will not such as pre- 
fer cvil companions be soon des- 
pised and neglected by their 
virtuous acquaintance ? Will 
they dare to lift up their heads 
in the presence of the virtu- 
ous? Will not their conscien- 
es tell them, that they 
hot worthy of the society and 
esteem of the pious ? Are not 
those who consent to associate 
with the profane and immoral, 
Preparing to sell for nothing, if 
they have not already done it, 
their virtue, their good name, 
theit present and endless peace 
and happiness ? Evil company 
Sativer of hell, upon which if 
Jou sail you will, unless heaven 
canal ne carried down the 
pre he you are lost in the 
sh damnatton. Avoid it, 

‘or your life. 
© company you keep will 
, your characters. If you 
ith the profane you 
tel A steed if with game- 
we om will be gamesters ; ify 

Sabbath breakers, you. will 


form 
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thieves you will be thieves—you 
cannot but imbibe the principles 
of those with whom you asso- 
ciate, therefore be entreated to 
avoid evil company,and frequent 
that of the pious and prayerful. 
By doing this you may hope, 
for reputation, wisdom, influ- 
ence, esteem, and rational enjoy- 
ment, and finally a mansion of 
glory in heaven. Remember 
ye immortals, that you must die, 
and prepare to meet your Judge 
in the days of your youth— 
Choose that good part whick 
shall never be taken away from 
you. Hear the counsel of the 
pious and prepare to exchange 
all earthly things, for the enter- 
tainments and felicity of heav- 
en. 


NEOS. 
—att > 
Letter to W.P. 


May 6th, 1808: 


MY DEAR W. P. 

E live in a period of the 

world, more eventful 

than was ever witnessed before. 
To the politician, the scene is 
not only new, but gloomy. On 
what side soever he turns, all is 
dark, all uncertain. He wats 
for light, but behold obscurzty $ 
for brightness, but he walks in 
darkness. Yncontemplating the 
mournful picture, which Is pre- 
sented to his view, he sees Eu- 
rope enveloped in war. The 
events, which have occurredy 
within a few years, in that por- 
tion of the globe, are calculated 
excite detestation of the past, 
and fearful expectation of the 
future. During a short period, 
thousands of souls have been 
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forced from the world, appeared 
before God, and, it is to be fear- 
ed, have peopled the world of 
perdition. How many fields 
have been fertilized with blood ; 
how many, with the bodies of 
the slain? Where is the nation 
of which we can say, “ It has 
peace and safety !? Of many, 
which a short time since were 
flourishing and happy, it may 
now beasked with mournful em- 
phasis, “ Where are they ? 
What do they present to our 
view ?” An aceldama, a field of 
blood, an heap of ruins, a nation 
of widews and orphans. Eu- 
rope, indeed, exhibits to our 
view a clashing, confused world ; 
and when it will be settled, and 
peaceful, is an enquiry, which, 
though immensely interesting, 
must yet be made in vain. A 
particular description of the 
several countries which compose 
this quarter of the globe, would 
render the picture more gloomy 
aS it would be more complete. 
But knowing you to be well 
acquainted with the present situ- 
ation of these countries, J for- 
bear, and pass to our own. 
Here we have brighter pros- 
pects. Would they were more 
bright. Yet even here, we must 
rejoice with trembling. We are 
threatened with war, and we 
richly deserve it, with all its hor- 
rors. In the profusion of bles- 
sings, which we have enjoyed, 
we have been ungrateful. Like 
Jeshurun we have waxed fat, 
and kicked. We have forsaken 
the God that made us, and lightly 
esteemed the Rock of cur salva- 
tion. While we see the vials 
of wrath, which Europe has 
long been treasuring up for this 
day of wrath, poured out upon 
her, we have reason to fear that 
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we are preparing for a similar 
revelation of the righteous judg. 
ment of God. Yet inthe midst 
of these judgments, which are 
abroad in the earth, some of our 
inhabitants are learning wisdom, 
Many have already commenced 
their journey toward the Para. 
dise of God, and we have reason 
to hope, their number is daily 
increasing. 

With what different eyes does 
the politician and Christian view 
these interesting scenes? The 
former thinks it a convulsion of 
nations unknown before, and 
finds its prime cause in the am- 
bition of men ; the love of in- 
terest and power. The latter 
believes it to be the great day of 
the battle of God Almighty, 
which is to precede the glorious 
morn of the millennium. Tho’ 
he mourns for the misery of the 
world, yet he mourns, not only 
with hope, but with perfect as- 
surance that these sufferings are 
links in the chain, which bind 
together the best interests of 
the universe. 

From the brief view, which I 
have taken of present appear- 
ances, I doubt not among the 
many reflections, which will 
naturally arise, the necessity 0! 
an immediate preparation fora 
glorious resurrection beyond the 
grave, will not appear the 
least important. If the earth- 
ly house of these tabernacles 
is daily liable to be dissolved, 
and more especially so, 10 this 
convulsed state of things, how 
important is it, that we show! 
have a building of God, an houst 
not made with hands, eternal ™ 
the heavens { Never were there 
stronger motives presented 10 
our minds, to render Us apusl 
tive to religion than at the pr° 
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sent time. Especially are these 
motives strong, to persons ol 
our age, who, were any called 
tobe active in the service of their 
country, should undoubtedly be 
the first exposed. In view oi 
all these thing, we ought anx- 
jously to seek an hiding place 
from the wind, and “a 
from the tempest. Religion pre- 
sents us with an Aiding filace, 
exactly suited to our necessilles. 
Itdoes not indeed destroy the 
power of pain and sorrow 1 
this life, but it sweetens them 
with the assurance that they are 
necessary toripen us for the 7- 
heritance of the saints in light, 
It informs us that these light 
afitctions are but for a moment ; 
that they shall cease when they 
have drawn our affections from 
this world to God, and that they 
shall work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of 
gory. Assured that every thing 
shall work together for good to 
them that love God, the humble 
believer in Jesus hears, with 
Joy unspeakable, this kind invi- 
tation of his heavenly Father : 
Come thou, enter into thy cham- 
ber, and shut thy door about thee: 
hide thyself as it were for «a 
little moment, until the indigna- 
lion be over-past ; and while he 
hears, he accep's, With this 
thankful acknowledgement ; “ I 
neither can nor desire to go else- 
Where, for thou only hast the 
words of eternal life’? With 
What singular propriety and 
force, did the Psalmist exulting- 


ly exclaim : “ In the Lord fut I 


mY trust ; how say ye to my soul, 
Jee as a bird to your mountain ?” 
Why should I flee? Founded 
"pon the Lord God, my safety 
is aS secure as his throne.— 
Neither life nor death, things 
Vo. I. No. 8. 


covers | 


Explanation of Scriptural Types. 
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firesent, nor things to come, can 
seharete me from the love of God, 
whicatsin Christ Jesus my Lord. 
No, my iriend, the Christian 
has nothing to fear. Should he 
die, he dies, to live for ever.— 
Should he suffer, though these 
Siiierines are 2ot yoyous at fires 
en‘, bu grievous, yet he knows 
they are ordered in infinite 
mercy, and will ultimately work 
out for him the freaceable Sruits 
of rightevusness. 
God is. ina peculiar manner, 
calling inhis elect. Vhose, who 


are now leit, have much reason 
to fear, that they shall be left 
for ever, to reap the rewards of 
their iniquity. O, be entreated 
then to day hoid on the hoje set 
before you in the gosfel. Say 


not, I cannot come. Wali this 
soothe your pains in that day, 
vhen God shall render ¢triéula- 
tionand wraih to his enemies ? 
While you are a prisoner of hope, 
turn to the strong hold. Let the 
happiness of heaven Invite you, 
and the pains of hell drive you 
to the throne of grace. Stay 
notin all the flain. Our time 
is short. May we so improve 
it, that when he, whois the be- 
liever’s life, shallaffiear, we also 
may afifiear wiih himin glory. 
S. T. H. 
<a > 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CONNECT- 


ICUT MAGAZINE AND RELI- 
GIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


Explanation of Scriptural Types. 
(Con. from Con, Evan. Mag. Vol. 
VIL. p. 440.) 

No. XIV. 

Moses, the holy nation of Israel, 
and Canaan, Tyfical.* 

F we perceive a resemblance 
between Moses and Christ, 
— 
* In the introduciion to this work, 
Oo 
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in their descent, each arising 
from the midst of his brethren : 
In their perilous situation, in 
their infancy, each being ex- 
posed to immediate death, by an 
unrighteous and inhuman de- 
cree ; Moses, by the mandate 
of Pharaoh ; and Christ by the 
command of Herod: In the 
signal divine interposition, by 
which each was preserved from 
instant extirpation; Moses, by 
the ark of bulrushes; and Christ 
by being conveyed to Egypt: 
In their reception 11 their public 
offices, each being rejected ; 
Moses, by the Israelites, de- 
manding, * Who made thee a 
ruler anda judge!” and Christ, 
by hisown who received himnot : 
In the support of their divine 
missions ; cach confirming ‘his 
own by the mighty signs and 
wonders which he wrought :. In 
the reproach and censure which 
each received ; Moses, for his 
Midianitish wife ; and Christ, 
for cating with publicans and 
sinners, especially for espousing 
the Gentile church: Yet it is 
not with respect to these con- 
comitant circumstances, that we 
ure to consider Moses.as a type 
ef Christ. Moses was pecu- 
liarly a type of Christ in a rela- 
tive capacity, in relation to the 
nation of Israel, and in relation 
to this people, with reference to 
another object—their possessing 
the land promised to their fa- 
thers. And Canaan from the 


—— aoa — 


scriptural types were considered as 
general from Adam to Moses— 
and particular in that religious sys- 
tem which he established. It might 
accordingly be expected that the 
second part would commence with 
Moses, but as that system was 
adapted to a settled state, the first 
part will be continued under Moses 


a , and his successor, 


[Aue. 
amenity of its situation, the Sa~ 
lubrity of its air, the fertility 
of its soil, and the delicousness 
of its fruits. milk and honey 
the glory of all k ‘ 


ands, was q 
type of heaven. As the nation 


of Israel was typical, it will be 
proper to consider this typical 
representation in connection 
with Moses. The children of 
Israel were typical of the Chris. 
tian Church in connection with 
Moses, not in being a chosen peo- 
ple, as the church is elect, ac- 
cording to the fore-knowledge 
of God the Father—Nor in the 
paucity of their number, being 
the fewest of all people—Nor 
in the heads of the tribes, the 
twelve patriarchs, as the church 
is built upon the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb-—Norin multiplying 
from small beginnings toa great 
nation, as the church will in- 
crease to a great multitude, 
which no man can number :— 
But, 

I. In their bondage and mise- 
ry, through the oppressive ty- 
ranny and cruelty of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. 

In Pharaoh, that proud and 
insolent monarch, exercising a 
cruel and usurped authority 
over the Israclites, and refusing 
to let them go, at the instance 
of Moses, we have an impres~ 
sive representation of that old 
serpent, the devil, exercising an 
assumed right and power over 
the church of Christ, and 1s 
members, in their native state, 
and refusing to liberate them, 
on the demand of their rightful 
lord and proprietor Jesus Christ. 
Inthe servitude and misery ° 
the Israelites in their Egypt” 
bondage, we sce the yassainge 
and wretchedness of the chure 





‘under the dominion of sin ai 
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the powers of darkness. — In the 

mission of Moses to bring the 
Israelites from the house of 

bondage, we see, typically, God 
sending his Son to deliver his ; 
spiritual Israel from the domin- ° 
ion of sinand Satan. In Moses, | 
effecting the deliverance of Is- 

yael according to the flesh, from 

their grievous servitude and the | 
furnace ef affliction, by an out- | 
stretched arm, by mighty signs 
and wonders, and giving them 
relief and rest from their ad- 
versities ; we see Christ, by 
the stupendous miracles which 
he wrought, by vanquishing the 
powers of darkness, accomplish- 
ing a glorious deliverance for 
his church from its. spiritual 
enemies, and giving it spiritual 
rest and peace. 

II. In Moses, as God’s pro- 
phet, receiving his instructions 
and communicating them to the 
nation of Israel, we have pre-. 
sented to us typically, that teach- 
er who came from (sod, and 
spake as man hathnever spoken; | 
that only begotten Son who is 
in the bosom of his Father, and 
who with such an affecting lus- 
tre hath revealed the eternal 
counsels of his wisdom, love 
and grace to his church and the 
world ; speaking as the Father 
gave him commandment. Mo- | 
* truly said unto the fathers, 

A prophet sha!l the Lord your 
God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear in all things what- 
soever he shall say unto you.” 

I{I. In Moses, as kingin Jeshu- 
“un, and giving laws to the Israel-. 
lies, especially erecting a taber- 
hacle, instituting ordinances of 

Vine service, consecrating a 
Priesthood, and appointing a 


divers washings and carnal ordi- 
nances imposed on them till the 
time of reformation, we have typ- 
ically exhibited, Christ the king 
and head of the Church, erect- 
ing a spiritual temple, a habi- 
tation of God through the spirit, 
prescribing spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God through him- 
self, requiring holy worship- 
pers, who worship God in spi- 
rit and have no confidence in the 
flesh, and enacting a system of 
holy Jaws and regulations, for 
all the subjects of his spiritual 
and holy kingdom. 


“The law by Moses came, 

*« But peace, and truth, and love, 

“ Were brought by Christ (a nobler 
name ) 

** Descending from above.” 


And let us solemnly respect 
the apostolit caution, “ See that 
ye refuse not him that spéaketh: 
for if they escaped not who re- 
fused him that spake on earth, 
much more shallnot we escape if 
ave turn away from ham that sfieak- 
eth from heaven.” 

IV. In Moses, exercising the 
office of mediator between God 
and the nation of Israel, we 
have a representation of the 
mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus. 

As God gave instructions to 
the Israelites, by Moses, he hath 
in these last days spoken to us 
by his Son and as he ordained 
the law for Israel in the hand of 
Moses as a mediator, so hath 
he instituted the ministration 
of righteousness, the glorious 
gospel, by the mediation of his 
Son, Jesus Christ—When the 
Israelites rebelled and provoked 
God to anger, Moses media- 
ted and turned away his wrath, 





‘ystem of meats and drinks, of | 


that he destroyed them not ; so 
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when man sinned and exposed 
himscif to Ged’s awful ven- 
geance. Christ appeared as me- 
ciator, and delivered him from 
going Insianiy to the pit by 
offering himseli aransom, Es- 
pecially hath he effected a re- 
conciliation between Ged and 
his church--particularly as,when 
the Israelites in the wi cerness, 
by their idolatry, rebellions, un- 
belief and retractery conduct, 
provoked Gord toreject and de- 
stroy them, Moses interceded 
for them and appeased his dis- 
pleasure; so, when the Isracl 
of God, the church, or saints. 
by their unbelief and murmurs 
against God and his Son, pro- 
voke him to abandon and des- 
troy them, Christ intercedes for 
them, that they perish not, and 
they are saved to the uttermost 
through his prevailing interces- 
sion. If any man sin we have 
an advocate with the Father, Je- 
sus Christ the righteous—And 
as, when the Israelites in Rep- 
hidim, through the lifting of 
Moses’ hands, obtained the vic- 
tory over Amalck; so the 
church, so Christians, through 
the intercession of Christ, in 
their contests with their spirit- 
1al enemies, are more than con- 

uerors, and always triumph. 

V. Alterthe Israclites were 
delivered from the oppressive 
tyranny of Pharaoh, and their 
Egyptian bondage, they did not 
instantly enter the land of pro- 
mise. They must traversea how- 
ling wilderness, be reduced to 
perilous situations, realize many 
wants and distresess, and experi- 
ence many seasonable interposi- 
tions and deliverances : and thro’ 
this dreary desert were they 
conducted, from these dangers 
were they delivered, by Moses, 


a 





: 
LAve. 

instrumentally, as thelr ec: 
; -s ¢ Ys ~ thei Tulde 
and Saviour: So the church 
=? 


through the gracious promise, 
virtually delivered from the 
dominion _ and — consequences 
of Sin, did not immediately 
receive the promised — gay. 
lor, and possess its evaneelical 
state and Licssings. Long time 
must It grope. In the obscurity 
of types and shadows, and see 
through a glass darkly, ‘Lo 
many and extreme dangers 
mustit be exposed, many des- 
pondencics and obstacles must 
obtrude themselves, and many 
trials of faith and patience must 
occur—-but through all these 
cid Christ, its true Moses, enide 
and conduct it, and from all its 
perilous situations did he pre- 
serve and save it.—In all its af- 
dlictions he was aiflicted, and the 
angel of his presence saved it; 
in hislove and pity he redeem- 
edit, and he bare it and carried 
it all the days of old ; having in- 
structed, disciplined, matured 
and prepared it for evangelical 
privileres and blessings, by the 
leeal dispensation and Its con- 
comitant events, as the law was 
a school-master. and the child 1s 
under tutors and goverbors uh- 
til the time appointed of the l- 
ther. As Moses conducted the 
Israelites to the borders of the 
promised land—so Christ con- 
ducted the church through the 
old testament dispensation to the 
period when it should receive @ 
better covenant, established by 
better promises, and enjoy eval: 
relical rest and peace. 

VI. The Israelites, redeemed 
from their Egyptian bondage, 
did not directly possess the lot 
of their inheritance. Their Ca- 
naan was far distant, and they 
must attain it by traversing 4 
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reat and terrible wilderness, in 
which were fiery flying serpents, 
and scorpions, and dd roughts, in 
which they must realize many 
yifferings and wants, and in 
which their fortitude, faith and 
patience would be put to the se- 
verest trial: So the Israel of 
God, Christians, emancipated 
from their spiritual bondage, 
donot instantly enter into the 


better country, the heavenly Ca- | 


naan. 

With them it is equally true, 
and they may sing, 

“Thus when our first release we 
galil, 

‘From sin’s old yoke and satan’s 
chain, 

“We have this desert 
pass, 

“A dangerous and a tiresome 
place.” 

Thay have to meet many 
temptations, experience many 
spiritual desertions, endure ma- 
ny conflicts,and contend with ma- 
ny difficulties and despondencies, 
by which God will humble and 
prove them as he did Israel, 
that he may do them good in the 
litterend. But Moses, instru- 
mentally extricated the Israel- 
ites from their embarrassments, 
‘ipplied their wants, sustained 
and conducted them through the 
widerness to the land of pro- 
ise; so Christ guides his 
caurch, Christians, through the 
‘Pitttual wilderness, their toil- 
some Pilgrimage, sustains them 
mn all their spiritual desponden- 
iiaalecee them in their spi- 
a _ icts,and ministers spir- 
F ‘lretreshments to their fain- 
mal he at preserves them 
ba axe and snares laid 
meas 2c be their spiritual ene- 
‘Cy oie brings them to the 
ea 1 which they love’, even 

ty which hath foundations, 


world to 
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whose builder and maker is 
God, 

VII. The man Moses was ve- 
ry meek—and the lenity and 
composure with which he sus- 
tained the insurrections, mur- 
murs and reproaches of the Is- 
raclites forty years in the wilder- 
ness, represent affectingly, the 
mildness and patience with 
which Christ endured the con- 
tradiction of sinners against 
himself; and especially the ten- 
derness, condescension and for- 
bearance which he exercises to- 
wards his people amidst their 
unbelief, murmurs, dejections 
and the numerous and agvravae 
ted provocailons given him to 
abandon them, and swear that 
they shall never enter into his 
rest, until, loving them to the 
end, he brings them to that bet- 
ter country,comiorts their hearts, 
and wipes away all tears from 
their eyes. 

Moses verily was faithful in 
all his house as a servant; but 
Christ as a son over his own 
house ; whose house are we, if 
we hold fast the confidence and 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto 
the end. 

Many Israelites, who left 
Egypt for Canaan perished in 
the wilderness ; and many who 
profess Christ will fall after the 
same example of unbelief. Let 
us therefore fear, lest a prom- 
ise being left us of entering into 
rest, we should seem to come 
short of it. Amen. 

(To be continued. | 


From a young Lady to her Liin- 
ister’s eldest Daughter. 


T was your distinguished lot 
to descend from parents, 
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who, assoon as you had being, 
gave you uptotheir God. Your 
father, when he first embraced 
you, exclaimed, “Oh, that my 
child may live before thee 2” 
And ina similar manner were 
you frequently dedicated while 
you lay in the arms of your mo- 
ther. Before you had _ lived 
three years, you could lisp the 
name of your Maker, the first 
set of catechisms, an infant's 
prayer, and some scripture inci- 
dents. Yes, you were fostered 
in affection, and born to be lov- 
ed. Maternal toils cultivated 
your opening mind, and prepar- 
ed it for later tuition ; conduct- 
ed you from the nursery to the 
care and instruction of a pious 
governess. 

Another tender and vigilant 
eye watched over you: need you 
be reminded of those anxieties ? 
Can the favorite object of a fa- 
ther’s solicitude, forget his look, 
his smile, his warm commenda- 
tions, or the mild tone of his 
reproving voice ? All his eve- 
ning Jeisure from public duties, 
is passed in conversation with 
their mother, and the improve- 
ment and diversion of his little 
ones. The youngest hasaplace 
on his knee, while the rest ga- 
ther around him. When he 
has wished thema night’s repose, 
and his children have retired, 
the pleasantest hour is closed ; 
and whether he returns to his 
study, or remains in the parlour, 
he breathes an affectionate pray- 
er for you all. These were 
mercies which you early enjoy- 
ed. ‘ Livein love” is a daily 
injunction. You learn it from 
the family altar, and see it trans- 
cribed in eminent example.— 
Disputation and the feuds of do- 


Leiter toa Young Lady. 








(Ave. 


peaceful roof. Good Will and 


social harmon 
py dwelling. 
Taught to kneel together, 
your joys and sorrows are my. 
tual ; sympathy glistens in every 
eye, and penetrates every heart, 
Praise ushers the welcome mor. 
ning, cheerfulness hails it, and 
the sabbath is enjoyed as the 
rest of the soul. Atiendanceon 
public worship forms only one 
of your privileges on that sacred 
day. The expostulations of the 
teacher are affecting, are im- 
pressive, and win the sheep of 
his flock, while the lambs are 
borne on his bosom; but for 
you, the still stronger yearnings 
of a father are feli, and his tears 
in secret flow. How often, as 
he leads you by the hand from 
the house of God, does he re- 
peat his text, and talk to you of 
the Saviour who said, * suffer 
little children to come unto 
me,” and after supper, when as- 
sembled for the evening sacri 
fice, how tenderly does he ad- 
monish, and address you. Aby 
don’t you recollect the night 
when he heard you singing, 
“ Lord teach a little child to 
pray,” with what transport he 
clasped you, and carried you 10- 
to his closet ? He indulged the 
hope that this was a presage © 
your future happiness, and cher- 
ished the expectation, till disap- 
: im to relil- 
pointment obliged him 
quish it. 
You are now, my dear girl, ca 
pable of understanding ~ 
true interest. Know then tha 
you are singularly favored 
God. The food furnished for 


your weekly supply; would feast 


Y pervade the hap. 


the desolate sac ie 
. e 
months. They hung Le 





Mestic strife, are banished your | 


thirst after it, and will you 
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ne bread of heaven whem press- 
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roor crea:ures . 


Ther only ask for the children’s 
-umbs, and will you vacate 
sour seat at their table, to eat | 
he ghen’s husks ° Wall you 
nerish in the land of Goshen 
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the covenant promise, toe riot! 2 


wrh predicals, live a rebel, and 


de accursed ? Are you deter-/ t 
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and pain 
Would youemploy their exptr- 
ag breath mm imploring mercy 
r you? Would you extort 
ner last sigh ; agonize their 
as ¢hireaty; roli back their 
lifted eyeballs ; chill the damps 
of death; dislodge their com- 
Teitted Spirits, and bend them 
ver an impenitent child ?— 
Would you forfeit their parting 
blessing? er be excluded when 
they say, “I ascend unto my 
bather and your Father ; unto 
my God and your God ?” Could 
you bear such a scene ;—such 
‘chamber ;—such a funeral ? 
_ Methinks I hear your shriek- 
mes. “Oh, barbarous deed ! I 
bow down their hoary heads 
"ith sorrow to the grave ;—not 
Wintered by time ;—not silver- 
ed by age, but prematured in 
stef. Oh, to hide from my- 
“if! Oh, for a refuge from 
thought !” 
SS 
 lear—These vain im- 
Pang allay the relentings 
iter os Sonal 
world. Tp S Of a cissipating 
€ parents of whom 
FOU Were unworthy lie with the 
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ed and your judgment pronoun- 
ced. 

The ties of nature, when un- 
strengthened by union of soul, 
and union to Christ, dissolve at 
| death ; else the blessed must be 
| pained at the severing of hus- 
band and witt—parent and 
chi!d—brotherand sister. While 
on earth, all who are at the 
richt hand of the Judge, longed 
for the salvation of sinners, 
fand especially for those with 
whom they were tenderiy con- 
nected. Now that anxicty has 
ceased ! He who “inath on his 
thigh, and on his vesture a 
name written, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords,” is their elder 
‘brother. Now, the glory of God 
is dearer, far dearer than even 
the salvation of man. Now, 
they are nearly ailied to theic 
Judge, and when he cries, “ De- 
part,” they would not have the 
sentence revoked. I look into 


| the regions of despair,and search 
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$04 Letter toa 


for the most miserable object. 
It isa lost child of believing pa- 
rents. She exclaims, “ How 
have I hated instruction !” Self- 
ruined, sclf-destroyed, she re- 
counts a mother’s pangs, and re- 
collects how the tide cf her 
tears streamed an ocean of love ; 
while the remembrance of a 
father’s- urgent entreaties, and 
the warning accents of aspiritual 
watchman, wring her soul with 
anguish, 

I cannot, my dear friend, see 


you cast away at the mouthof 


the haven, nor leave you to dash 
on the perilous rocks of so dan- 
gerous a shore. An able and 
gracious pilot flics to your re- 
lief. Accept of his rescue, and 
enter that ark, which no tempest 
can ever destroy. 

Although the harvest ap- 
proaches, as yet itis summer : 
the seed is plentifully sown, may 
the embryo blossom here be 
soon unfolded, and the ripened 
produce be hereafter reaped. 

Hope is sustaining, otherwise, 
Tassure you, my pen had trem- 
bled with my heart. You were 
nurtured in human kindness, 
and your affections are awake 
to impression ; shall I tell you 
then the piteous tale of a friend 
of mine, and paint you a picture 
of real and existing affliction. 
The powerful effect of early and 
acute conviction induced most 
ardent desires for a pious parent, 
and if that first wish included a 
second, it was to become ac- 
quainted with the much esteem- 
ed shepherd sent to arrest her 
Straying feet. She enquired 
the way to Zion, but lingered 
atthe entrance door. Discour- 
aged by the dangers of pilgrim- 
age, alas! she turned her face, 
and went back from the encoun- 


Vn 
2oune Lady. [Auc. 


ter. Tgnoble is the Shame, and 


guilty are the fears, which Jj 
the Whispering monitor With 
procrastinating excuses, «] will 
hear you to morrow. Who can 
traverse the thorny maze with. 
out an interpreter? Who can 
emigrate from his native cop. 
try, and become a loreiyner from 
choice ? Where is the voyaser 
harbored ? Where is the ear. 
dian protector? Where is the 
victory ensured?” Fatal rea 
sonings of adeccitful and des. 
perately wicked heart! Fallacious 
debatings | How is the guilty 
mortal ** bewildered in ber own 
deceivines !” Be the more re- 
solute ; take the “ kingdom of 
heaven by violence,” and con- 
fide in him who is “ able to 
save to the uttermost.” 

She however deferred a decis- 
ion, and negiccted to own tt 
when made. ‘The marvellous 
dealings of almighty grace were 
hid in unworthy concealment for 
| several years, and during that 
time she was in the school of ad- 
versity and accumulated tnal. 
Tokens of the divine displeasure 
were continually appalling her, 
for fearing to profess Christ be- 
fore men. She longed, she 
prayed for emancipation from 
this spiritual slavery. O04; said 
she “that my altered counte 
nance would speak my tsar 
Have pity upon me, have Ply 
upon me, Oye my friends, tot 
the hand of the Lord hath touch- 
ed me. Let the strong ceest 
their boast of strength, and et 
the young when they behold mé, 
remember that their sun may 
also set at noon Enough “ 
been said to prove her hig nd 
criminal, and she was 7 
chastened for perseverance } 
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“ Truth, Lord, yet 2 
ofthe crumbs.” Suffice it to 
say, that she wrestled and pre- 
valled. 

The sequel is affecting, and 
reserved for a period yet future : 
all conflict being ended, and her 
history finished, 
be happy to resume it where] 
have leit off. 

The difficulties here related, 
formed no excuse, nor appea- 
sed the incensed wrath resulting 
trom disobedience ; but you 
have no obstacle .to oppose, no 
findrance to surmount. The 
being a daughter of Christian 
parents, does not indeed enteil 
inherent merit, nor give a tlle 


to the favor and friendship of 


God. You partake in a nature 
of depravity, are greatly pullu- 
ted With sin, and the express 
influences of the Holy Spirit 
ere Necessary to renew your 
Corrupt. heart ; you must seek 
acceptance through Christ’s me- 
ciation, and implore forgiveness 
mn his name. But although no 

Vor. I. No. 8. 
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troduce you to their confidence. 
that it you 
the smallest emotion, while 
reading this letter, you will not 
teluse them the pleasure of 


. . >. 


fanning the kindled spark. Ataill 
events, go and delight your good 
Sather, cricved at the miscon- 
duct of a backsliding individual ; 
pierced at ihe obduracy of a har 


dened sinner; or drooping per- 
haps at this very moment, on 
some unhopeful appearancesdis- 
covered in your behavieur; go 
and gladden his melancholy 
Say, * My father, I want 
to be more endeared to you: 
take me to your immost heart: 
take me, will you, to your dear 
Redeemer?” Speak to him 
thus, and he will bedew you 
with his most joytul tears: he 
will pray with you, and for you, 
My paper is full,and I have 
only time to resign you to Wiser 
conductors ; to the guidance of 
4 father, to the counsels of vour 
father’s God. May he Oless 
you ! 
A fectionately and tenderly 
Yours, | 


ILLEN, 


hour. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


IF it is thought the following 
transcripts from the writings of 
a pious woman in Conneeticut, 
who died several years ago, 
will be in any measure, edifying 
er comforting to the friends of 
Zion, you are requested to pub- 
lish them in your Magazine. 

CYRENO. 


ISS C— was born of re- 

putable parents who were 
able to do little towards edu- 
cating herin a fashionable man- 
ner. Her fertile mind, how- 
ever, acquired a decent educa- 
‘uen ata common school. Her 
natural disposition was amiable ; 
she being never disposed to 
murmur or repiite at the many 
adverse scenes through which 
‘she was called to pass. At 
the age of about twenty she 
was convinced of sin,and hope- 
fully had a work of divine 
grace wrought in her soul. 
She made a public profession of 
religion and appeared to walk in 
all the ordinances of the Lord. 
A number of years after her first 
experience she writes the fol- 
lowing accoynt of herself : 

“ Attera number of weeks 
of great exercise in mind, with- 
out any right views of God, on | 
a certain evenmg I beheld the 
Lord Jesus in all his beauty and 
glory. The book of Solomon’s 
Song was then opened to my 
view fair as the moon, clear as 
the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners. I could 
then believe and was satisfied. 
My soul was so enraptured with 
divine things if I had then been 
burning at the stake I should 
have felt no pain. But like Pe- 


Thoughts of a Pious Woman. 


| VIEW Was soon gone,and my 








(Ave, 


ter’s vision on the Mount, the 


soul 


mourned the absence of the 


comforter. But soon it Pleased 
the Lord to give me a view of 
the righteousness of Christ 
Truly it was lovely, beautify! 
and exceedingly desirable, | 
longed to be clothed with the 
lovely robe. I was so delighted 
with the perfect righteousness 
of Christ that the idea of self. 
righteousness was painful” 
Atter considerable time and 
much complaint of darkness 
and sin, she thus writes, “I see 
and feel the power and _ truths of 
the word of God which I know 
will abide for ever. I feel that 
Jesus is the bread of life, which, 
if a man eat thereof, he shall live 
for ever. And _ how happy to 
enjoy his countenance! I see 
the unspeakable happiness of 
loving, serving, and obeying 
the blessed God. I feel happi- 
ness beyond the power of lan 
fuage to express. 

After some time had elapsed, 


ishe again writes, “I was left to 


lose the lilly road and wander 

in darkness. At length hear- 

ing a sermon from these words, 

“Yet Ehave set my kingupon my 

holy hill of Zion” : my soul was 
enraptured wiih a view of heav- 
en. It was a visit from the hea- 
venly dove. What joy it would 
then have been to have left 
the body and for ever been with 
Christ. O, how Christians 100§ 
at such times that all may come 
and partake of the waters of life. 
Iagain lost my view of “oo 
and although I read my bible 
every day, and found wotind 
things comforting and strengt > 
ening tomy soul, yet I had no var 
that was satisfying, for een 
than twelve months. One 
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bath evening, as I was medita- 
ting on divine things, it pleas- 
ed the great and glorious God to 
draw me to himself, and it 
seemed as though I wasin hea- 
yen. I felt that God was every. 
where, and I could wish for no- 
thing more. Jesusagain appeared 
altogether lovely, the chiefest 
among ten thousands ; O hap- 
py, happy hour ! It as Christ 
thatcame down from heayen, 
and laid down his hfe for the 
world! Yes, he bled and died 
on mount Calvary, and from 
him we receive this bread of 
life. If ye love me keep my 
commandments. How reason- 
able my soul! Hold him fast in. 
thine embrace ! !” : 
Miss C—, for a number of 
years, had a very infirm and fee- 
ble frame, together with many | 
severe strokes of divine Provi- 
dence, which she endured 
with much apparent submission 
and patience. Her discourse | 
was mingled with much caution, 
seriousness, and solemnity ; and | 
she appeared in some good de- 
gree to have her conversation in 
heaven, aiming to depart from 
iniquity, and desiring above all 
things, to adorn the doctrine of 
God her Saviour. Jesus and 
him crucified, was her dearest 
theme. Her peculiar attach- 
Ment to public worship and di- 
vine ordinances often induced 
her to exhaust her feeble frame, 
almost beyond her ability to ap- 
pear in the house of God. Not- 
withstanding the bright evidence 
ofher friendship to Christ, she 
Was often ready to deubt the sin- 
Cerity of her religion. About 
seven years before her death 
She was brought very low, but 
recalled from the verge of the 


Thoughis of a Pious Woman. 





s'ave to experience new con- | 


flicts. ‘The adversary was per- 
mitted to assault her with try- 
ing temptations. In_ this situa- 
tion the most melancholy ideas 
seemed to her like solemn real- 
ities. Often describing the joys 
of heaven in the most animating 
language, she would in the most 
bitter manner lament that she 
must forever be deprived of them. 
After remaining in this situation 
about a year, to the great grief of 
her friends, it appeared by de- 
grees to wear off ; and the happy 
season of an unusual attention to 
religion commencing the follow- 
ing year in that vicinity where 
she Hved,. she was delighted 
with religious meetings. Her 
views of Jesus as the chief 
among ten thousands were again 
very clear. 

As she had drank largely of 
the spirit of Jesus,so she seemed 
to possess a good understanding, 
and was blessed with a very re- 
tentive memory, which enabled 
her to converse upon divine sub- 
jects with a very pleasing solem- 
nitv,mingled with a sublime,dig- 
nified sense oftruth. These things 
attached many pious people to 
her company, which was truly 
edifying. She appeared to have 
learned of Jesus to be meek 
and lowly ; and to be of a hum- 
ble temper of mind, united with 
a peculiar spirit of charity, peace 
and candor. She often incul- 
cated this truth, that the spirit 
and temper of Christ was what 
constituted a Christian. 

For about eighteen months 
before her death, her feeble 


| frame was fast consuming away, 


and her faith and patience ap- 
parently brightening. Her mind 
was fixed upon divine things, as 
may be seen from the following 
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808 | Thoughis of a Pious Woman, 


extract of a letter written in her 
Jast sickness : 

“ Truly it is with pleasures] 
use my pen to converse with one 
whose theme is the wonders of 
redeeming love. O my friend, 
whatever in this world we pos- 
sess, whether it be riches, honors 
or pleasures ; if it please the 
great God to discover to us one 
vlimpse of his glory, one ray 
of light from heaven, how quick 
do we forget ourseives and all 
our earthly possessions! We 
are lost in the boundless ocean ! 
The soul then feels as though it 
had nothing to do but to adore, 
worship, and serve the living | I 
God. The young convert is 
weaned from all things below 
the sun. He soars aloft and 
would fain join with seraphims 
and cherubims in singing an- 
thems of praise to God and the 
Lamb! How, in a spiritual 
sense, he stands upon the top of 
mount Pisgah, and views the 
‘glorious inhabitants of the Ca- 
naan above ! This day the bles- 
sed Jesus appeared to my soul 
in all his beauty and glorv. O 
my soul, how precious is the 
dear Redeemer, when I am 
drawn to him ;—can sit at his 
feet, and listen to his words 
which are sweeter than the lo- 
ney, orthe honey comb. Then 
Jam humble—then I am happy, 
all is well, every thing is right. 
O blessed Jesus ! order all 
things in love, in mercy for thy 
humble followers. Oh, mav 
we never, never, fall out by the 
Way !” 

The reader is now referred to 


writings of her last sickness, 


for further information of her 
state. 


At one time, “ for a number 
of weeks I have had but little 


(Ave, 


sense of the slory, loveliness and 
‘beauty of the dear and only 
Saviour ; still have felt the 
truths contained in the word of 
God ; and could see, Clearly 
seesthat God is of one mind, ang 
none can turn him; : that he 
cannot change, is al] the CONSo- 
lation the Christian can have.” 
At another time, “1 must mourn 
the absence of the comforter 
and itis sin, truly it is sin, that 
is the cause of all my troubles, 
anxiety and perplexity. Not. 
| withstanding all my later dis. 
tresses, this day about noon, as 
was resting myself on my bed, 

again beheld the glory of God, 
the sweet, the lovely Jesus. 0, 
how precetous, how exceedingly 
desirable ! O my soul, how canst 
thou part with so sweet a guest! 
Yet this treacherous heart will 
again Jead thee astray. O my 
divine Lord, my teacher, my 
blessed intercessor, what can I 
do withoutthee ; and I amentire- 
ty helpless, and dependent on 
thee fora heart to live to thy 
glory 3 

« Lord’s day. Have hada view of 
truth. O, how preciousis Christ, 
how sweet the bread of life, how 
tasteless all things here below, 
when the soul can behold its 
beloved! But how distressing 
to lose sight of the blessed God, 
and things divine ! It seems as 
though the soul would sink ul- 
der a sense of its own vileness. 
Surely there is none but Christ 
can hold us uP 5 if be shine upon 
the soul, all is weil. Whatever 
outward troubles are, one kind 
look from our heavenly Father 
will make them all disappear 
My heart, thou art prone to 
wander—prone to get away? from 
the God of love. But in that 
world where sorrow and sighing 
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sredone away, Where sin can 
never enter, every vessel Is full. 
The language of every heart 1s, 
Holy, holy, holy, 1S the Lord 
God!” : 

At another time, “ last night 
being more unwell than usual, 
could get but little rest for this 
frail body ; however, my mind 
was fixed on yonder world. I 
thought I could see by faith 
the unspeakable happiness of 
saints inglory. O the wonder- 
ful, wonderful mercy of that God 
who hath conducted them safely 
through all difficulties and dan- 
cers to complete felicity ! There 
we behold them all circled in 
the arms of redeeming love, 
clothed with the blessed Re- 
deemer’s righteousness. How 
bright they shine ! Where is 
the soul that has drank at the 
fountain of the waters of life, 
that does not pant, and thirst, and 
long to be made more holy !” 

Inanother place, “ I can see 
the unspeakable happiness, joy 
and pleasure every believer hath, 
that can drink at the fountain 
of the waters of life ! How 
clearly dol see that Christ is the 
bread and water of life! Every 
thing here below vanishes and 
is gone when the soul is swal- 
lowed up in God. But, alas! 
these views are generally short. 
Many times before the setting 
sn; Llose sight of the blessed 
God. O my heart, my ¢reache- 
rous heart ! Happy is the soul 
thatis keptin the path of duty, 
that may daily come and Jean on 
the bosom of its Lord and mas- 
ter, and breathe out its desires.” 
Alter being entirely confined, 
rae distresses, sufferings and 
ideaieon increased ; so her 
aes abounded through 

mete at seemed to be her 
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unspeakable joy in Christ which 
supported her weak and decay- 
ing frame. She appeared many 
times almost absorbed in immor- 
tal glory. One evening, a few 
weeks before her death, she had 
been able to converse but little 
far several days, her brother 
coming intothe room, she de- 
sired him to sit down. She ap- 
peared enraptured with Eman- 
uel’s bleeding love. It seemed 
to exhaust her but little to speak 
of it, which she did in the most 
solemn manner. She also ad- 
dressed the whole family. Ma- 
ny pious connections and friends 
often resorted, (of whom there 
weve many in the neighbor- 
hood,) to hear her dying 
words. One serious friend 
came wham she told, * you have 
come too late ; but Jet the bles- 
sed Jesus be our theme while 
we live.” When she could speak, 
the rose of Sharon was her 
theme. Onacertain time she 
exclaimed, “* O the glory of 
God! The glory of God! How 
soon would the soul that had a 
full view of it, leave this mortal 


frame !” At another time, when 


she could scarcely speak, she 
uttered, “a elimmer,a glimpse *” 
When asked how death appear- 
ed to her, she replied, “ Death 
appears a solemn thing, but if 
L have the presence of a Sayv- 
iour, J can cic.” When the 
pangs of death evidently came, 
being asked if she thought her- 
self dying, she replied, yes. Be- 
ing then asked if she was wil- 
ling to die, she replied yes, I 
am willing. A few hours be- 
fore her last moments, she 
opened her eyes, and looked 
around. One asked her, can 
you tell what you want ? she re- 
plied no, * 1 cannot tell you what 
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I went, but I want you should 


all taste what I can’t tell you of.” 
Soon afier this she bid adieu to 


every mortal object. 


*“Q, could we die with those who 


die, 
4+ And place us in their stead ; 


“ "Then would our spirits learn to fly, 


“© And converse with the dead. 

“Then should we see the saints 
above, 

“‘ In their own glorious forms, 

‘“ And wonder why our souls should 
love 

“* To dwell with mortal worms !” 


—at 3's Pe - 


EXTRACTED. 


Sel ececoosocers 


An Estimate of the Christian 
Character. 


Estimate of the Christian Characier. 


O ascertain the value of. 


2. oof characters, we should 
be able to make out the princi- 
ples, and their influence, by 
which such characters are 
formed: their principles, as 
they relate to the divine will ; 
their influence, as they affect so- 


ciety ; or in other words, their. 


semtiments and views in the re- 
Jation they bear to God, and the 
effects of those sentiments and 
views in the relation they bear 
tomen. With respect to the 
former, we are certain it is the 
will and command of God that 
we should be humble, thankful, 


and holy: and these tempers of . 


mind the principles of a Chris- 
tian beget, nourish, and perfect. 


By the knowledge of himself 


and of his Ged, he is able to dis- 
cern something affecting, aud 
abidingly impressive of the vast 
disparity there is, in every 
point of view, between a sinful 
worm of earth and the adorable 
Jehovah. This makes him feel 
hitue and worthless in his own 


account. And, while it serves 


-= 





{ Avs, 


to restrain and counteract every 
temptation to be proud, sal 
high-minded, and to dispute the 
right of his Maker to dispose of 
him, and to act toward him as 
he pleases ; it has also a happy 
tendency to render him less a. 
fected by the applause or cep. 
sure of mortals, and less liable 
te be hurt by either. He knows 
he is nothing in himself but im. 
perfection : and this is a reasgy 
why he should submit to God, 
and be patient towards men: a 


| reason which enters into his fee. 


lings, and is interwoven with all 
his religious sentiments : a rea 
son which he can no more divest 
himself of than he can cease to 
think. His principles must in- 
spire him with thankfulness ; 
for they originate in the knowl 
edge of that mercy of God to- 
ward him which has passed by 
others, and of which he deems 
himself the most undeserving, 
and the most unpromising sub- 
ject. He is sensible he is saved 
by grace; taken into favour 
with God by the righteousness 
and death of an exalted surety, 
provided and accepted for him. 
He knows he is delivered from 
wrath through him; that the 
blood of his Prince was the pur- 
chase of his ransom ; and that 
by virtue of this grace towards 
him, nothing shall e allowed 
to befal him which his reconcl 
led Father wall not render sub- 
servient to his good. His Sav 
iour loved him and gave bit 
self for him ; and declares; ” 
consequence thereof, he, a 
never perish. Every believits 
consideration of this surprising 
grace is a pure spring of ag 
tude that must exist as long @ 
he is able so to reflect. i. 

The Christian’s love, be 
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Estimate of the Christien Character. 


Sif 


ness and obedience, must be tra- | his life. To honor and please 


ced to the same cause, and flow 
from the same source. rhe 
:nowledge of the Lord’s love to 
him, prompts and disposes him 
tolove again. The author of 
this grace being holy, 1s a co- 
gent reason why he should be 
lke him; and a conviction of 
his character, in thrs view, as 
supremely excellent and amia- 
ble, supplies the desire of being 
like him, and instigates to 
mayer for the same end. But 
he receivesthe spirit of love and 
holiness in the grace that extri+ 
cateshim from ignorance, bon- 
(age, and death. 

His obedience springs from a 
sense of obligation, founded in 
this very principle; and will 
be preserved and regulated by 
it; and, were it to meet witli 
ho opposition from his sinful ‘na- 
ture, would be as perfect in de- 
gree as itis in kind. He loves 
his Saviour with his whole heart. 
His subjection, therefore, to 
lim is voluntary and of choice ; 
and every failure therein will be 
its punishment and his grief. 
fle was bought for the service 
of Christ. This he has been 
taught: and he must prefer 
this service to every other, be- 
cause only in it he can be easy, 
comfortable, satisfied, and se- 
cure. His mind is enlightened 
fo discern its propriety and 
beauty, and his heartis formed 
‘0 relish its sweetness. It is in 
this Service, ina word, his free- 
dom consists, and in it alone his 

St pleasures can live; and as 
bedience to his Lord and Mas- 
er thus corresponds with the 
ading desires of his mind, 
browne attainments therein 
Will constitute the principal 


‘ 





' characteristic of grace. 


him is indeed the native, une- 
quivocal language of the Chris- 
tian’s principles, and the ardent 
breathing of his heart. 

A creature thus related to the 
Lord in the way he has appoin- 
ted, from the principle he has 
implanted, and for the end he 
has purposed, must be a char- 
acter infinitely valuable in his 
account. Itis a character for- 
med by himself, for himself,and 
after the image of himself ; 
and cannot therefore, be less 
than his pleasure and delight. 

The happy effects of these 
principles, &c. for the good of 
society may be naturally expec- 
ted, and easily determined. It 
may, indeed, be supposed that 
the workmanship of divine grace 
should be designed to answer 


+some good and valuable. purpose 


to the bulk of mankind: and 
their being called the light of 
the world, the salt of the earth 
&c. are testimonies in favor of 
the beauty and usefulness of 
their characters, which their 
tempers and practice may be 
supposed to justify and confirm. 
Their holy disposiiions and ex- 
amples must emit, like the sun, 
a sacred brightness, excellent 
and glorious: and by another 
similitude, must serve to coun- 
teract that tendency to putrefac- 
tion and destruction, which is 
universally visible in the princi- 
ples and manners of men about 
us. 

The love of Christ cannot live. 
in the heart without the love of 
our neighbor for Christ’s sake. 
. This is the noble and valuable 
It is 
that which can do all things, and 





i bear all things for the good of 


‘ews, wishes, and pursuits of | another ; and that avhich makes 
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312 Estimate of the Christian Character. 


the righteous more excellent 
than other men. It seecketh not 
her own, thinketh no evil, and 
means and wishes none. ‘The 
Christian, therefore, inspired 
therewith isabove serving himself 
atthe expense of another’s geod, 
or onthe terms of another’s inju- 
ry. The cunning and art usually 
employed for this purpose, en- 
ter net into his composition, and 
arc cenied by his principles and 
calling. His rejoicing is in ac- 
quisiions of a very different 
kind, to wit, in those of simpli- 
city, uprightness, and love. He 
nced not seck to profit himself 
by. circumvention, fraud, or over- 
reaching ; for his heavenly Fa- 
ther hath promised him every 
thing needful without ; and his 
faith supersedes the use of such 


practices, and his conscience | 


and peace would be violated 
thereby. That frame of mind 
which constitutes him upright 
with God, will render him the 
same towards men. But love 
inspires pity, and pity, under the 
government and influcnce of 
truth and grace, will be directed 
toward every case of known 
distress, whether of an enemy 
or friend. Hence a Christian is 
set for the defence of the inju- 
red, and the relicf of the aflict- 
ed. His Saviour commiserated 
aud helped him in trouble, and 
has set him an example that he 
should follow his steps. He 
considers the exigent and needy 
as having a legal claim upon 
him for some use of what the 
Lord his God has lent bim with 
that view, whether itbe little or 
more: and to. withhold from 
the poor and afflicted, he is 
taught, isto rob and to deny his 
a The same principle 
Walch inspires compassion and 





[ Aus, 
tenderness will make him ready 
to forgive. He has had much 
forgiven himself, and it would 
be criminal in him to be back. 
ward to show the same kindness 
toothers. Buta good man yi 
guide his affairs with discretion; 
he 1s ever merciful and lendet), 
Hence the Christian will be jp. 
dustrious and frugal, temperate 
and prudent, that he may be able 
to give to all their due, and be 
generous and charitable there. 
with ; to owe no man any thing, 
but to love. In a civil capacity, 
his obedience to the powers that 
be, is what he owes to that God 
who hath ordained them to 
rule: and the same reasons 
which induce him to fear the 
one, prompt him to honor the 
other. He is therefore peacea- 
ble and quiet, and willing to ren- 
der to Cesar the things that are 
Cesar’s, as well as to God the 
thingsthat are God’s. As apa- 
rent he is desirous to have his 
offspring happy in the fear and 
knowledge of God. The grace 
that has instructed and. saved 
liim, lays him under the obliga- 
tion of instructing and saving 
them, by every mean in lis 
power, which precept and ex- 
ample can supply. * In the char- 
acter of a master he 1s concei- 
ned to be just and faithful, 
tender and kind; not requiring 
what is unreasonable, not with- 
holding what is due ; and in that 


‘ofa servant to be diligent and 


upright, juumble and meek j 
careful of his master’s propertys 
interest and credit, out of regard 
to him whom he owns ap 
serves as his master in heave? 


i he 
Thus in every capachy, 
Christian fills, in every Te . ” 


he sustains, in every busine 


ct 
undertakes, he acts by @ perfe 
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ee ee ee oe 





1808.] 


rule, the word of God, and has 
, principle correspondent there- 
to, in his heart, to act from ; 
by which such a rule becomes 
more or less attainable and pleas- 
ant. The law of uprightness 
and love is in his heart, and his 
concern is to incorporate it with 
his life. To this he is called, 
and for this is more or less ca- 
pacitated and qualified, by hav- 
ing Christ in him the hope of 
glory, and the source of strength 
and sufficiency. 

The Christian’s principlesand 
character, therefore, when truly 
exemplified, are calculated todil- 
fuse lustre and happiness in ev- 
ery direction. He is in favor 
with God, and the native influ- 
ence of that state is to be a bles- 
sing, and nothing but a blessing 
tomen. Contemplated in this 
view, his value is beyond esti- 
mate, and his worth above the 
power of calculation to ascertain. 
May grace only enable every 
disciple of Christ to act in cha- 
ractery and his price, to true 
wisdom and discernment, will 
‘appear above rubies. 1H. K. 

[PA:l. Mag. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


Litchfield, July Sth, 1808. 


REV.AND DEAR SIR, 


AGREEABLY to promise, I 
roceed to give you some further 
Particulars of what God has been 
ing for us here, in the revival of 
Work, This I should have done 

, only as I have been prevent- 

byill health, absence from home, 
duty hecessary calls of parochial 


Py Speaking of the commencement 
this work, and a few facts that 
sand connected with it, I cannot 

Vou. I. N Q, 8, 
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but think it worthy of notice, that 
though there have been one or two 
instances, in this town cf some un- 
usual attention to religion, yet there 
never has been known from its first 
settlement, any thing like a general 
awakening ; nothing like what we 
have now seen, 

In the years 1740 and 41, when 
there was a revival, throughout al- 
most the whole of New-LEngland, 
this was one of the places it did not 
reach. Those, who were then in- 
habitants of the town, and mem- 
bers of the church, with the excep- 
tion of a few individuals, were bit- 
terly prejudiced against the work, 
and were united in determining to 
keep it out of their borders— 
So violent were the majority of the 
church, in their feelings, toward 
those of their brethren, who went 
into the neighboring places, to see 
what was passing, and to hear 
preachers of the day, that they pub- 
licly censured them. Let the awa- 
kening go where else it would, 
here, they seemed to say, it should 
not come. ‘The effect was, it did 
not come here. And from that 
time, until within about a vear since, 
though the towns around, have been 
often visited with refreshing showers 
of divine grace, tiis has remained 
comparatively, like the barren heath 
in the desert. 

But what is particularly worthy of 
notice is, that God never appeared 
again to visit this place, by his 
Spirit, in any thing like a general 
awakening, until the whole of that 
generation, Which virtually forbade 
him to come, weve in their graves. 

And in speaking of facts, as they 
stand connected with this work, 
will it be thought improper to men- 
tion one, which, however remote 
it may appear in its aspect to some, 
I cannot, however but consider one, 
of real importance, the uncommon 
liberaltty, ot the people of this place, 
in supporting the institutions of the 

ospel. This is well known, by ali, 
who know any thing of their history, 
for the last ten years, and has often 
been spoken of as remarkable. 

Not only have they been liberal, 
in providing themselves with the 
means of grace, but have been as a 
people very — in their a/- 
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tendance ufion them. Fora num- 
ber of years past, there has been 
observable, a growing regard to the 
public worship of God, and an in- 
creasing attention to the instructions 
of his house. 

The public catechizing of the 
children, also, which in the summer 
season, has for a number of years 
been attended to, in the interval of 
public worship on the sabbath, 
seems, in the judgment of serious 
oy tohave been greatly blessed. 
Many of the rising generation, who 
are now hopefully the subjects of 
the awakening here, are among 
the number of those who were 
formerly present at those seasons, 
and who could not only repeat the 
shorter catechism, but who, it is 
presumed, understood something of 
those important truths, contained 
in this excellent summary of Chris- 
tian doctrines and duties. 

And among the facts more zme- 
diately connected with this revival, 
1 would mention, that for a number 
of months neg ta its appear- 
ance, the chureh had been gradually 
awakening from a state of slumber, 
and Lacdicean lukewarmness, to 
some degree of Christian zeal in 
duty. An uncommon union of sen- 
timent was found to prevail, among 
the members, with regard to the 
importance of discipline. Seve- 
ral cases of disorderly walk were 
attended to, with hopeful success in 
producing a reformation. Others 
remaining incorrigible, after being 
tenderly dealt with, were promptly 
cut off from the communion of the 
church. From this, brotherly love 
appeared more and more to in- 
crease. Those that loved Zion, 
were found oftener speaking one to 
another of her interests, and an 
uncommon spirit of prayer began 
to prevail. 

‘though in times of the greatest 
stupidity, there have been those 
(a goodly number I trust) whohave 
been pleading with Zion’s God, in 
longing desires, that his goings 
might be seen in the entilet of 
us, In a general out-pouring of his 
— > yet in the winter and spring 
about a year since, I find from en- 
quiry, that the number had greatly 
Mcreased, and that their seasons of 
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devotion, were uncommonly ap. 
imated. Indeed the spirit, ‘wh; 
. - ’ ich 
hred their bosoms, became continy.- 
ally more and more visible, in an 
uncommon engagedness, in every 
thing relating to the Redeemer’, 
kingdom, though no one was then 
thinking of it, as a token for good, 
Some time in April or May, a 
sermon was preached from Rom, 
xi. 7. But the election hath obtain- 
edit,and the rest were blinded : and 
though there was nothing, either in 
the matter, or in the manner of 
handling it, different from multi- 
tudes of other sermons, which the 
people had heard upon the same 
subject ; and though no peculiar 
effects were at the time expected 
by the preacher, yet I now recollect, 
that this sermon was soon after ob- 
served, to call up the feelings of op- 
position to the character of God, 
more generally through the congre- 
gation, than almost any that had 
ever been preached here: and it 
was spoken of as a very favorable 
omen, that the naked truth, plainly 
dispensed, should now for the first 
time almost, excite so much atten- 
tion and interest. 
From this time, there was evi- 
dently an uncommon solemnity, and 
deep attention to the great truths of 
religion among sinvers ; and a ve- 
ry uncommon engagedness among 
Christians, for several weeks before 
there was any other appearance ot 
an awakening. As yet, however, 
there had been no special seasons, 
either for social prayer, Or confer- 
ence. At length it seemed to be 4 
pretty general impression, on the 
minds of praying people, that a 
thing must be done. Accordingly 
it was agreed upon, to hold — 
for special prayer, in the ~— 
districts of the society, SUCCESSIVE). 
Several evenings in the week were 
devoted to the business ; the —_ 
were opened for all ; and = yo 
ings whereverthey were held, ° 
crowded. Scarcely had these py 
er meetings travelled the circult 
the different districts in the yoga 
before it was evident that God W 


visibly present among US. vege “a 
electric shock, the eavenly } AL 
ence seemed to be felt at once, 7 4 
most all the different parts ¢ 
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town, One here, and _another 
there, deeply convicted of sin, over- 
horne witha sense of their undone 
condition were known by those, who 
were observing the signs of the 
times to be crying out together, 
What shall we do tobe saved ? 

You will probably expect some 
account of the appearance of those, 
who have been the subjects of this 
work, in the different stages of their 
exercises. In giving it, 1 might re- 
late many particulars, interesting 
tothe serious mind ; yet as it would 
be speaking of living characters, it 
is, inmy opinion, a subject of ex- 
tremedelicacy. Ican only observe, 


mon, atsuch times, 

The commandment, brought home 
with power to the conscience, by 
the Spirit of God, seems to have 
been the principal instrument, in 
his hand, in first awakening the 
simmer to a sense of his danger; 
and then, in slaying his hope of self 
righteousness, is first impres- 
sions, have been observed to arise 
from a deep and affecting sense of 
the purity and extent of the divine 
law; its awful penalty ; the full 
conviction that this penalty will be 
executed ; andthathe must be the 
unhappy subject of it. It has been 
common to hear persons in this situ- 
atiun, with the sentence of condem- 
nation in themselves, crying out in 
bitter anguish, “Iam undone.” “I 
am gone.” ‘* There is no hope for 
me.” “ Tamthe enemy of Almigh- 
ty God.” _“ Thave been all my life 
¢pposing God with all my heart, and 
! now seeit, and I see how unavail- 
Ing It is to contend with the Almigh- 
ty. “Icansee nothing before me 
but destruction uncovered, and as I 
howam,lam fast hastening toit: ‘Tell 
me what I shall do to be saved?” 

Will it be enough, ifI pray so ma- 
hy umes in a day ?? Or “ Jf I will 
peg myself wholly to my bible and 
b be Closet, how long will it pro- 

Ty be before I shall find comfort?” 
wes e first stages of conviction in 
— have generally been marked 
thin ae strong desires to do some- 
the boa recommend themselves to 
nod or of God ; and with the full 

suasion that they could do some- 











then that the general features of this | 
work, have been such as is com- 
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thing acceptable: and Ido not be- 
lieve, in a single instance, by all 
that has been said, that any one in- 
dividual was ever beat off from this 
notion, till he had tried it out and 
thoroughly spent the whole stock 
of strength, that he had thought suf- 
ficient tor his purpose. And this is 
probably one of the ways, which 
God takes, to convince the awaken- 
ed sinner, that his own strength is 
weakness, and to prepare him to 
resign himself up, to the disposal cf 
sovereign grace. 

That oppesition, which naturally 
exists in the human heart, to Ged, 
his law and government, has never 
failed, that 1 recollect, in a single 
instance (where | have had oppor- 
tunity to observe persons under con- 
viction among us, ) somehow to 
manifest itself. It has been, howe- 
ver, much more apparent, boid and 
obstinate in some than in others. 

It has been very common, to ar- 
raign the rectitude and wisdom of 
the divine dealings with creatures ; 
and especially as to what Is reveal- 
ed concerning God’s fiurpfioses, to 
save some, while others are left in 
their sins to perish. In view of this 
and other bible truthsconnected with 
it, so humbling tothe pride of man, I 
have been amazed while I have often 
heard them exclaim, “ It cannot be 
just. If God is what he claims to be, 
why does he not save us all, since he 
could doit by a single word?” ** Why 
should he leave us, in this torment, 
through a hopeless eternity?” __ 

If such feelings of opposition, 
when comparatively dormant, 
make every natural man, dike the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast ufimtre and dirt ; 
how must he appear, when those 
feelings are roused into more lively 
exercise ? The case of the convicted 
sinner, as it has been generally ex- 
hibited here, will answer the ques- 
tion. E.xcepting that for the Aving 
man there is always hofie, itis tru- 
ly hell begun. It isa state of exis- 
tence mace up almost entirely of a 
deep conviction of wrong conduct 
and at the same time of a love of 
sin; a pride of heart and obstinacy 
of character which forbid him to re- 

nt : an opposition to, and hatred 


+; God and all good ; and @ ceriain 


- 
s a 


oe 



















we ot =. 
Se A ain AE mm oS 


<= =~ 
- - 
See 
~~ 


eval 
i oe sie eet 
oe ee es 
= 








pe eet 


pod — = 















































a are 4 





fearful locking for ¢f judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which shall de- 
vour the adversaries. 

When we contemplate what the 
distress and anguish of any soul, 
thoroughly awakened to a sense of 
its danger by nature must de, Ineed 
not describe more particularly what 
it has been here. I will only say, 
that in many instances it seems to 
have been too big for utterance, ex- 
pressing itself in deep solemnity, or 
rather a kindof sullen gloom on the 
countenance ; and in others venting 
itself, in tears and sighs and groans. 

But as to the tzme of its continu- 
ance, it has pleased God to cut short 
his work, in mercy: though in this 
there has been nothing uniform. In 
some the hopeful change has been 
preceded, by very lengthy, painful 
and trying convictions: in others by 
those that are shorter, and perhaps 
more severe : in others by shorter 
still, and yet more tender and gentle : 
and others have scarcely been ap- 
prized of any conflict or contro- 
versy, before they have found them- 
selves in the comfortable enjovment 
of a hope of acceptance with God ; 
and apparently in the lively exer- 
cise of submission, humility, and love. 
‘The period of conviction, that has 
preceded ahope, I believe has not 
usually been more than three or 
four weeks. And yet there are 
some, (and their situation claims the 
prayers of all God’s people, who 

remember their own eafffiction, the 
qormivocd and the gall,) who were 
among the first that were awa- 
kened here, that are yet wandering 
in darkness, and see none of that 
cheering light that has been gra- 
ciously imparted to others. God is a 
Sovereign, and as such he will be 
known. As such let us acknow- 
edge him, and wait with reverence, 
his disposal of us and of ours—Of 
those who hope they have become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, some 
have been brought out of darkness 
and distress, into the light and liber- 


ty of the gospel, with a@ song of 


frraise in their mouths. They can 
tell all the several steps, by which 
their eyes were opened, and by 
which they were led on to the dis- 
coveries which they have of God 
and themselves, Some again not 
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knowing any particular time of a 
change, can only say, Whereas { 
was once blind, to the beauty of ¢j. 
vine things, now I sce. More pene- 
rally, the subjects of this work 
seem not to have thought of enter. 
taming a hope for themselves, unti] 
some time after their Christian 
friends have, in their own minds, ob- 
tained a charity for them. In cop- 
Vversation you would hear them 
complaining that they lad lost their 
convictions ; that they could not get 
that frightful sense of future pun- 
ishment, and of the wrath of God, 
due to sin, which they liad been ac- 
customed to have ; that their hearts 
were growing hard and stupid, be- 
cause they could not weep as for- 
merly ; that they saw themselves to 
be greater sinners than ever, and 
every day discovered some secret 
lurking place of iniquity, that they 
never had found before ; not know- 
ing, or not considering, that these, 
when found in connection with other 
views and exercises, which are 
the more common fruits of the Sfi- 
rit, are among the best evidences 
of sound conversion from sin to ho- 
liness. And when they have found 
peace, it hasbeen ina way, which 
they had least expected, and pro- 
bably never before thoughtof. They 
have often expressed ther astonish- 
ment, to find how easy a ‘hing It Is 
to believe in Christ, and have the 
cemftort of it, whereas they had be- 
fore thought it, of all things the 
mest difficult. In several instances 
I have noticed, that they have had 
the first tokens of their acceptance 
with God, in finding an entare change 
in some wrong disposition of the 
heart, which had been a source of 
the greatest trouble to themselves 5 
and which had been most noticed to 
their disadvantage by otlicrs. Upon 
looking back, and comparing the 
views and feelings, which they now 
have, with those that before actuat 
them, they perceive their hearts to 
be fixed entirely upon new yn ones 
If thevhadbeen supremely devoted 
to the world and its guilty pursuits 
they are now brought to understan 
the apostle’s meaning, where he says 
in view of the Lord Jesus Chiist, 2Y 
whom the world is crucified to as 
and Lto the world. Vi they had @ 
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lowed themselves to be freevish and 

ful, upon common Oceans, 

fregju o provocation, they 
with little or no Pp 
renow brought to be sitll, and to 
remember that the hand of an over- 
ruling and an all-controling God, is 
‘n every thing. 
“i they had been of a jealous dis- 
josition, suspicious that their neigh- 
bors were not friendly, and thus 
gurand morose toward them, and 
rather inclined to render evil for 
evil, they now find it difficult to be- 
lieve that they have any enemies, 
and impossible not to love them, 
and toseek their best good. 

If they have been accustomed to 
think that thezr dot was hard in the 
world, andthat because they were 
jot in affluent circumstances, they 
were very poor, and to complain 
that the ways of God, were not 
equal, they now feel content with a 
competency, and in the enjoyment 
of God and his blessing, speak of 
the fulness in which they share, 
and of being dealt with infinitely 
better than they deserve. These 
things, 1 know are common evi- 
dences of Christian experience, yet I 
cannot give you an idea of the char- 
acter of the work here, without just 
mentioning them, from particular 
lnstancesnow in my mind. 

And with great gratitude would I 
mention, that though there are more 
than twohundred who have expres- 
sed a hope for themselves, that they 
have within a year past been brought 
out of the bondage of sin, into the 
— liberty of the children of 

od, yetin noone instance among 
them do I recollect, that there is any 
reason to apprehend, a want of sin- 
— grant that there never 

The testimony of the Spirit of 
20d, in this work, has uniformly 
een, in favor of those peculiar and 
‘slinguishing doctrines of the gos- 
pel, which while they prostrate the 
oa in the dust, exalt, and give 
Pit vcry to Jehovah ; such as the 
tion ¢ ed and totally undone condi- 
7 , man ; his entire defiendence 
rieehy me §race, reigning through 
he ee in Jesus Christ ; 
i Ne vee sovereignty of God ; 
ike «changeable decrees and the 

+ There may have been instan- 
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ces, in which there have been objec- 
tions to these doctrines, as stated by 
those, who hate them ; but never 
have I known any where they have 
been fairly stated, and clearly ex- 
plained in the light of the gospel. 

It has been already mentioned, 
that the awakening made its ap- 
pearance, in almest all parts of the 
Society, nearly atonce. ‘Thisis an 
important fact, as it shows that it 
did not operate at all by sympa- 
thy or fashion, as the enemies of re- 
vivals often alledge: as does the 
fact, that the work has not been con- 
fined to rank, character, age, col- 
our, sect, party or any condition in life 
whatever, but has gone just where 
it has been sent by a most gracious 
and wonder-working God. 

God has taken occasion to mani- 
fest, by what he has been doing 
here, not only that he would work, 
and that none should let it ; but 
that he would work, and that no one 
besides should have the glory of it. 
Ministers have had little else to do, 
but to look on and seethe Lorddisplay 
himself. ‘Though he has sent many 
faithful laborers into this his vine- 
yard, and though doubtless he has, 
in some way though remote, blessed 
his own means, yetit has been sin- 
gular to observe, in how few instan- 
ces, the preaching of the word, has 
appeared to be the zmmedzate cause, 
either of first calling up the atten- 
tion of sinners, or of afterwards giv- 
ing them comfort. It has morecom- 
monly been some providence which 
we should call accidental or trivial, 
that has proved to be the barbed ar- 
row of conviction. Sometimes it has 
been a word only, dropped by a 
friend ora neighbor in an ear pre- 
pared to receive it. Sometimes it 
has beenonly a look of compassion. 
Sometimes it has been merely the 
reflection of one’s own mind ; and 
sometimes perhaps a dream. 

1 have been forcibly struck du- 
ring the awakening, with peculiar 
and manifest interpositions of the 
dread majesty of heaven and earth 
in a way of displeasure agaist vazz 
and trivial assemblies, Or fileasur e 
jrarties. ‘Two instances ol this, are 
perfectly fresh mm my recollection. 
One was, at a pretty early pericd, 
in the revival. A number of young 
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misses, ata school here, had a sta- 
ted exercise of this kind. Some 
of them, deeply maps, refused 
to join init, asusual, and were se- 
verely frowned upon, by their mates, 
who declared, at the same time, that 
nothing would keep them from at- 
tending, the evening, that was ap- 
proaching- But betore the evening 
came, the solemnity became so gen- 
eral through the school, that very 
few, if any one had the hardihood, 
if they had the least disposition, to 
join in the amusement. 
The other instance, in my mind. 
was some time the fore part of 
December last. Several young men, 
who had felt themselves greatly 
restrained by the prevailing serious- 
ness, determined that it should be 
so no longer. Accordingly they 
fixed on the then approaching 
Christmas for a ball ; and gave out 
that if it could not be accomplished 
otherwise, they would go abroad for 
company ; for a ball they would 
have, in spite of all the superstition 
of the young people here ; and were 
all engaged in making their arrange- 
ments for it. In the midst of their 
folly, a number of the most active 
of these young men were deep- 
iy impressed ; relinquished their 
avorite object ; and before the day 
arrived, were prepared to spend it 
with the people of God, in prayer 
and praise, to which it had been 
previously set apart, by this, in con- 
cert with the neighboring churches. 
I know of no other attempts of the 
kind that have been made during 
the revival, and am happy to add, 
should they now be made, they would 
prove unsuccessful. “The hearts of 
by far the greater part, who have 
been the principal advocates for 
worldly amusements, are now, I 
trust, on a better good. 
I cannot conciude, without giving 
my testimony to the truth, so abun- 
dantly taught in the word of God, 
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and so evidently illustrated } fi 
that the eternal anc unchangeah, 
God, is a prayer-hearing Cod 
Phis precious season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord 
seems to have commenced i 
been mentioned, in; oe 

: » IN answer to prayer. 
After God had shown himself miey. 
ciful, in calling a number into his 
kingdom, the Work seemed to cease, 
about the beginning of September 
last. How reluctant God’s peo Me 
were to let him go, without fur. 
ther displays of his grace amone 
us, can be better conceived than 
described. It was recollected, in the 
midst of our anxiety, though there 
were many private praying meet- 
ings, that the church had never as 
yet come together, as a church, 
particularly to solicit the further 
continuance of the Holy Spirit 
among us. It was no sooner men- 
tioned, than adopted. The first was 
a general, and a very solemn meet- 
ing. In less than a week, there 
were a large number of new instan- 
ces of awakening. These prayer- 
meetings of the church, have from 
that time, till the present, been kept 
up weekly, and are attended with 
great zeal and interest. And bles- 
sed be God, the showers of divine 
influence continue to descend. His 
work, I must say, appears to have 
run parallel with the disposition 
there is observable in Christians to 
call upon him ; and thus I believe 
it ever will be, 


* Ye humble souls, in every strat, 
* On God with sacred courage wat', 
“ His hand shall life and strengih 

afford, - 
“ Oh, ever wait upon the Lord. 


With fraternal respect, in the 
labors of the gospel munist:!, 
Iam, dear dir, 
affectionately Yours, 





D. HUNTINGTO®. 
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God Glorious in Condescension. 
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AWAKE once more, my lyre, and sweetly move, 
To strains harmonious with redeeming love. 
Let others sing the glories of the field, 
The blood-stain’d falchion, and the shiver’d shield ; 
Of heroes skill’d in slaughter, great in arms, 
And laurels pluck’d in blood, defeats, and palms ; 
In strains e’en worthy of my subject teil, 
How this host vanquish’d, and that bravely fell. 
A nobler theme inspires my heart ; the plan, 
A God in treaty with rebellious man. 
A God, self-glorious, underiv’d his bliss, 
His all perfection, and all counsel his ; j 
Equal his power, of dust, or stones to raise, 
A world of seraphs to their Maker’s praise ; 
Encompassed by worlds on worlds, his throne, 
From each whose wisdom refiex ever shone ; 
A spirit boundless, yet for ever full, : 
Wide as existence, just, as wide his rule ; 
Swift at whose presence earth’s foundations fly, 
Beneath whose thunders worlds dissolve and die 5 
He lowly bending from his lofty seat, 
And suing peace with rebels at his feet ! 
With man! base man ! to whom all ills belong, 
Man first....man last....man only in the wrong : 
Rude and ungrateful, helpless and forlorn, 
An heir to mischief, and to misery born. 
Man daring war with Heav’n, on Babels rear’d, 
And God indulgence asking, to be heard. 


Reason! his boast of reason, still the scorn, 
Foe to his God....God’s vengeance still forborne. 
On his own ruin bent, in ruin brave, 


Yet God more fix’d the ruin’d wretch to save. 

Oh! for an angel’s heart, an angel’s tongue, 

On this vast theme, too deep for mortal song ; 

The end, the means, the glory to display, 

And pour on night-swath’d man the heav’nly ray. 

lhe end, salvation > means, Emmanuel slain ; a 
The glory, God still just, tho’ mercy reign. 
God condescending to a human form, ; a 
To meet on equal ground an adverse worm! ) 
To end the strife, and glut insatiate pride, 
Concentrate every crime in deicide ; 

Jesus the Prince of life and glory’s giv’n 

To the mad world, assailing God and Heav’n. 
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we | By his own death to purchase peace for earth, 

if | And by that death, to give the world new birth. 
By arms of love to vanquish; and to heal 
The breach of peace ; the broken law fulfil, 
For this he comes, unfolds the wond’rous plan, 
Sinks the consuming godhead in the man; 
Obeys to death and suffering, ev’n to blood, 
Wrests from stern justice the avenging rod ; 
While the glad terms of peace, still meet disdain, 
F’re blood be spilt, and Jesus pleads in vain 

To reconcile to God the hostile train ; 
While leagu’d with man, the pow’rs of hell oppose, 
And victory hovers on the combin’d foes ; 
He yields his life, and seeming to sumit, 
Frustrates their scheme, and triumphs in defeat. 
Tis finish’d, the expiring Conqu’ror cries, 
Confirm his word, rocks, graves, and darkened skies. 
Tis finish’d, grace o’ercomes ; and now to nought, 
Thy prowess, daring world, and wisdom’s brought. 
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4 ae Ne Mvsterious wisdom ! more mysterious love ! 
| Pe Toco deep to fathom, and too high to prove. 
oe Look down, ve seraphs, from your blest abode, 
BY 2h olaet And learn from earth the glory of your God; 
Dg ae | Ye, erst pure spirits, now beneath his ire, 
1) I eR es Look from the nether world, and once admire. 
tre, eH Saints, from the spot where your Redeemer trod, 
BPitah Pu For you the wine-press of the wrath of God. 
ie ae ea Hymn you the wisdom, glory and the grace, 
Ne cet _Exhaustless as the theme, and pure, your praise. 
IPC ee ee From Zion let the grateful song arise, 
Pi ma ve Like clouds of incense to the list’ning skies : 
het ec a Ye angels, catch from her th’ enrapturing lay, 
we iif a And harp to harp, thro’ Heav’n the strain convey: 
ey Ht b, Glory to thee, great former of the plan, 
ie. age a To thee, its blest executor, God-man. 
CARN ky To thee, its life, blest dove, an equal strain, 
Bey ae God, all in all, in glory ever reign. 
tig ae 
Hest it 
Meet? | if Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
A ANE From a friend of Missions, 1000 religious pamphlets, ‘ be 


sent to the inhabitants of the new settlements. 
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